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THE COURIER

Note from the Pastor - Christmas Thoughts:

As we approach the Advent and Christmas Season (the “world” seems to think they are different!) there is so much to do. It is still the week before Thanksgiving as I write this, but the Christmas stuff has been out in the stores for quite awhile. The “pre” Black Friday sales are already in abundance. There are dinner plans to be made, parties to be scheduled, gifts to be pursued, and cookies to be baked. The calendar fills up so fast. And before we know it, we will be making New Year resolutions as we ponder on where the past year has gone. 

But there is one thing that I can always count on and that is my Lord and Savior. God always was and always will be. His love is always there for you and me with no strings attached. His comfort is there like a warm electric blanket on a cold winter night. The sense of hope He gives is the bright sunshine coming through a window on a chilly day. The healing He brings is better than any medicine I take. He is there to keep me company when I am alone. He walks with me when I go out. He sits with me when I need rest. He is the reason I exist and the full purpose for my life. He is everything to me.

So, as I reflect on what is really important in this busy season, I find myself giving thanks for the simple things in life. I am especially blessed with a loving spouse and family. I and they are mostly healthy for a change, even though my doctor still wants me to shed those extra pounds. We are all gainfully employed – a real blessing in this economy. We all have places to live, clothes to wear, food to eat, and cars to drive. We have the ability to go places and to do things within whatever economic bounds we have set for ourselves. 

Friends come and go with the cycles of life – the jobs and the locations. In each phase of my life, I have had many good friends who I no longer seem to be able to stay in contact with. But all of those relationships have been part of making me into the person I am today. So, I am thankful for friends – past and present. 

My spiritual life has also gone through many stages and I am thankful for the each Spiritual Leader who has helped me on that journey. Sunday School teachers, pastors, fellow pew sitters have all shown me different glimpses of who God is and what a difference He makes in all our lives. So I am thankful for my church – the People, not the building.
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Army:

Mark Adams; Josh Berg; Bill Stewart; Lindsey Romack Canete; Felix Canete Jr.; Gregory Clisby; Isaac Ralston; Ken Goddard; Josh Hall; Philip Lancaster; Mark Mahon; Tammy Rodriguez; Reed Sutliff; Justin Loza; Anthony Wojtonek; Grant & Haley Crandall
Navy:

Kris Stribling: Tim Walker

Air Force:

Mychael Bulford; Erik McIntosh; A.J. Musial; Brian Hray

Marine:

Phil Rabadeux; Kris & Cory Reed; Daniel Nellis Jr.; 

Army Reserves:

Charles Cross; 

Marine Reserves:

Ryan Romack; activated
MI National Guard:
Jim Richards Jr.; 

Coast Guard:

Alfonso Estades

UPDATE FOR THE MILITARY INFORMATION

GREGORY CLISBY has returned to Iraq after attending the funeral services of step-mother Linda Clisby this past May.  He will be in Iraq until some time in April of 2011, and then will get sent back stateside. Now he is working behind the scenes on the computer so he is able to keep tabs on how their operations are doing over there.   He stays in close touch with his family.

Our Friends in Need of Prayer
W. Farmington UMC Prayer Marker – Oct 31, 2010
Recently Hospitalized:  Melvin Smith (Windsor House) 
Special Needs:

Please remember our shut ins:

Dorothy Anthony                  Betty Klouda                   

Anna (Peg) Martin                Majorie Heil                     Richard Petrick
Jean Amato
Evelyn Hinkle

Susan Ardlen
Dona Hites

Jerry Armstrong
Billy and Sharon Hodges

Issac Atkins
Margret Klinger

Keith Brown
Jimmy Lang

Esther Burr
Blanche Marcello

Doug Byers
Chase McCollum

Jeff Cape
Leann Miller

Joan Chambers
Ellie Musial

Ray Chambers
Rick Padavan

Matt Chandler
Justine Pickett

Eddie Chiudioni
Kyle Quinn Jr.

Ed Cleer
Kim Roseblossom

Michael Cleer
Elise Sprong

Ralph Cleer
Tootsie Stephens

Erma Coffer
Julie Sternagle

Michael Cross
Karen Tutor

Ray Cross
Holly Fusselman Walker

Shirley Cross
Chad Webb

Sherry Desenberg
Shana Passek Whiting

Haley Dorshock
Brittany Williams

Beau Freeman 
Justine Woodworth

Jackie Gingerich
Kate Woodworth

Kathy Granados
Richard Woolf

Katherine (Cleer) Heikle
Richard Yocum

Dale Hickox
Wayne York

Please Note: Let Pastor Jim know of any changes and/or additions. Their name, Status or condition and your name. Please use the cards in the pews.
In so many ways, I am truly blessed. Our God is truly an awesome God!

But, as we come to the end of the year, and we are starting to fill out our end-of-year reports there is still a concern about our financial situation as a Church. But then many of you are concerned about your own financial situations. Yes, we are still running behind in our budget, but the doors are not going to close. We may have to “Rethink Church” (I seem to have brought up that phrase a couple of times this past year) or the way we do ministry, but we are still going to be in ministry in this community. We are making a difference in the lives of the people of this community and we would be missed if we were not here. So, go to your knees and give thanks for the simple things of life – family, friends, church, and especially for the God who loves you. He Is the Reason for the Season. 

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Be Blessed and Be a Blessing!

Pastor Jim and Verona.

Christmas Blessing:

May you have …


The Spirit of Christmas which is Peace.

The Gladness of Christmas which is Hope.


The Heart of Christmas which is Love.

Up-Coming Greeters

Dec 5        


Joe & Dorothy

Dec 12      


Barb & Lloyd

Dec 19      


Kim & Ken

Dec 26      


Chuck & Sue

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

                December 2010

12/1
Advent Bible Study, at 7:00pm

12/5
Communion Sunday

12/6
Kids Klub, 3:30-5:30pm

12/6
Church Council meeting, 7:30pm

12/8
Advent Bible Study

12/9
Bell Ringing at Edna’s, 3:30 to 7:30pm

12/10
Bell Ringing at Edna’s, 3:30 to 7:30pm

12/11
Bell Ringing at Edna’s 9am to 5pm

12/11
Breakfast with Santa at 9am at church

12/12
Special Collection for the Bristol Area Food Ministry

12/13
Kids Klub, 3:30-5:30 pm

12/15
Advent Bible Study

12/24
Christmas Eve Candle Light services at 6:30 pm and 8:30 pm

12/28
Noisy Collection for the Salvation Army

Advent Bible Study – Celebrate the Newborn Jesus, that corresponds to the Sunday liturgy each week. The first night will be Wednesday, Dec. 1 through December 15, at 7:00pm. Come and join us!

Poinsettia Flowers  – orders are due in by Dec. 5 so that we can have them for Dec 12. And the rest of the Advent season. Thanks to Carol Goddard for coordinating this project.

Salvation Army Bell Ringers – We will once again be manning the kettle at Edna’s Supermarket in Bristolville. Our times are Thursday and Friday, December 9 & 10, 3:30 to7:30pm and Saturday, December 11, 9am to 5pm. See the sign-up sheet at the church.

Kids Klub News

Kids Klub is going great, THANK GOD,  a few coughs and sneezes but quick come back.

 

We are looking forward to 'ADVENT' (getting ready for JESUS' BIRTH) a celebration that happened over 2000 years ago.  We will be decorating the church basement etc.

 

Our last meeting this year will be Dec. 13th, BUT we are re-starting January 3, 2011 for another 14 weeks.  

Please remember when Bristol  Elementary does not have school in session, we do not meet either.

 

                                Have a BLESSED, MERRY CHRISTMAS.

                                                                 Ms. Judy

December's Flower: Narcissus
According to classical mythology, a young lad Narcissus was so enamored with himself that he stared at his reflection in a pool of water until he eventually turned into his namesake flower. And this is how Narcissus flowers came into being! 

A spring-flowering bulb, Narcissus is the name of a genus which includes flower bulbs like Daffodils, Jonquils, Paperwhites and so forth.
December's Birthstone: Turquoise or Lapis Lazuli 
Neighbor Updates

If you have some information about a friend of the church who has moved away feel free to contact me with an update and the contact information so we can keep in touch with old friends!

Wfchurchnews@aol.com

Information about Greg Clisby:

He is doing fine living with daughter and family in Minot, N.D.  He is keeping busy with jobs and chores given to him.  He has to clean the ice away from the gutter area as they had a rainy ice storm and it stays there and can damage the roof.  Not too high up as house is ranch style.  Also, in bad weather, he goes and gets the grandchildren from school so they don't have to get cold walking home.  Not that far, but you know how devoted some grandparents can be!  He seems to have adjusted to the weather out there, just a mite colder than here.     

His New address is:    

Greg Clisby                                                                610 8th Street NW                                                               

Minot, N D    58703

Telephone number is    701-720-0463

I know that he would love to hear from old friends from here.   This is 

where he grew up and I know that he misses all the friends and activities that he knew and did.

Breakfast with Santa

Saturday, December 11 at 9:00am

West Farmington UMC

Pancakes and sausage

Donation

Children must be accompanied by an adult

Santa will be handing out Surprises!!!

WHO AM I?

This riddle was written by a lady in California in response to an offer from a gentleman in Philadelphia, that he would pay anyone $1,000 who could write a puzzle he could not solve. He failed to solve it and paid the money
Adam, God made out of dust, 
But thought it best to make me first, 
So I was made before now man

To answer God's most holy plan, 
A living being I became, 
And Adam gave to me my name, 
I from his presence then withdrew, 
And more of Adam I never knew. 
I did my Maker's law obey, 
Nor never went from it astray, 
Thousands of miles I go in fear, 
But seldom on earth appear, 
For purpose wise which God did see, 
He put a living soul in me, 
A soul from me God did claim, 
And took from me the soul had fled, 
I was the same as when first made, 
And without hands or feet or soul, 
I travel on from pole to pole, 
I labor hard by day, by night, 
To fallen man I give great light, 
Thousands of people, young and old, 
Will by my death great light behold, 
No right or wrong can I conceive, 
The Scripture I cannot believe 
Although my name therein is found, 
They are to me an empty sound, 
No fear of death doth trouble me, 
Real happiness I'll never see, 
To Heaven I shall never go, or to Hell below. 
Now when these lines you slowly read 
Go search your Bible with all speed, 
For that my name is written there, 
I do honestly to you declare, 
"The answer is ONE word. 

Answer: Whale found in Gen. 1:21, Job 7:12, Eik. 32:2, Mat. 12:40    
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
December 6

Devin Young
December 9

Brianna McDowell
December 12 

Edith Sloan
December 14

Denise Mc Dowell

Daniel Young

December 17

Ralph Nellis
                                      Christopher VanDervort
December 20

Scott Adams

                                       Doug Oliver
December 23

Dorothy Cleer
December 27

Claudia York
December 29

Christopher Crites
December 29

Delores Stephens
December 30

Grace Eggleston
December 31

Robert Hickox


DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
December 22

Gary & Larrissa Letterlee

Support your local Fire Department!
The Ladies Auxiliary will be selling pizza rolls in December. Look for signs to contact Laura Walsh or Kim Largen to support the fundraiser. 
The Ladies Auxiliary needs your help! There are many ways that you can help to support our local fire department. There are fundraisers throughout the year including the monthly Spaghetti dinner which is held the fourth Saturday of every month except for the months of December and January. All the proceeds go to purchase fire department needs. Please consider joining the ladies auxiliary to help. You could join as a part time helper or a full time member. Remember—Many hands make light work!

Call Laura Walsh at 330 978 9683

Or Kim Largen at 330 889 2964 for details!

Support Your Local Fire Department!
 

SHARE – A – CHRISTMAS
The plans for the 2010 Share-A-Christmas are in full swing. The giving ornaments will be ready by the Wednesday before Thanksgiving and available at our church, Bontrager’s Grocery located in West Farmington, Edna’s Market located in Bristol, and Hurd’s Market located in Southington. 

Just simply take an ornament from one of our locations and using the guidelines printed on the back, purchase a gift for the person you have selected. Then bring that gift along with the ornament back to the location that you picked your ornament. Vickie Harkelrode and Sharon VanDervort will be visiting those locations to pick up the gifts. The deadline for the return of your gift is December 15, 2010. We will then have a wrapping party. If you would like to donate cash instead of purchasing a gift you may do so. Please contact Sharon VanDervort at 330 979 9314 or Vickie Harkelrode at 330 889 2935 to give a cash donation or a donation of wrapping paper, tape, bows etc. If you would like to help wrap we will be setting a date for that in the near future and will most likely be sometime between the 16th and the 19th of December.
SharonVanDervort@aol.com
WFChurchnews@aol.com
330 979 9314

BackPack Lunch Program

We have once again been asked by our neighbors at Bristolville UMC to partner with them for the holiday backpack lunch program. We are asked to bring in items (see the suggested list below) that will then be packed into backpacks for each family that is on the assisted meal program at the Bristol Area Elementary School. The deadline for donations is Dec. 12, 2010 so that the children can take a load home each day that week for their winter break.  Our goal is that each child would receive a breakfast and lunch for each day of their break. 

Last year we helped serve 140 children!

Breakfast Items: Instant Hot Chocolate, Instant Oatmeal, Individual cold cereals 

Lunch Items: Ramen Noodles, Soups – canned/instant, Mac & Cheese, Pasta (small cans) – Beefaroni/Ravioli/Spaghetti O’s

Dessert Items: Fruit cups, Jello and Pudding cups, Snack Crackers

Please: NO microwavable items as not all children will have access to a microwave. Monetary donations will be used to supplement where needed and to provide a gift certificate for 1 gallon of milk for each family. See Pastor Jim with questions or if you would like to help.
Don’t forget to support your local merchants this year! Shop at the Farmington Hardware, Shop at the local material store. Shop at Bontragers! Let’s make Farmington a place to live and work again! Shop local!!
CHRISTMAS QUOTES
"Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving heart, a wide open heart that thinks of others first. The birth of the baby Jesus stands as the most significant event in all history, because it has meant the pouring into a sick world of the healing medicine of love which has transformed all manner of hearts for almost two thousand years... Underneath all the bulging bundles is this beating Christmas heart." - George Matthew Adams 

"The rooms were very still while the pages were softly turned and the winter sunshine crept in to touch the bright heads and serious faces with a Christmas greeting." -- Louisa May Alcott 

"Christmas Eve was a night of song that wrapped itself about you like a shawl. But it warmed more than your body. It warmed your heart... filled it, too, with a melody that would last forever." -- Bess Streeter Aldrich 

" The perfect Christmas tree? All Christmas trees are perfect!" -- Charles N. Barnard 

"Gifts of time and love are surely the basic ingredients of a truly merry Christmas." -- Peg Bracken 

"The earth has grown old with its burden of care But at Christmas it always is young, The heart of the jewel burns lustrous and fair And its soul full of music breaks the air, When the song of angels is sung." -- Phillips Brooks 

nce upon a time, long ago, a gentle mother was busily cleaning the house for the most wonderful day of the year.... The day on which the Christ child came to bless the house. Not a speck of dust was left. Even the spiders had been banished from their cozy corner in the ceiling to avoid the housewife's busy cleaning. They finally fled to the farthest corner of the attic. 

T'was the Christmas eve at last! The tree was decorated and waiting for the children to see it. But the poor spiders were frantic, for they could not see the tree, nor be present for the Christ child's visit. But the oldest and wisest spider suggested that perhaps they could peep through the crack in the door to see him. Silently they crept out of their attic, down the stairs, and across the floor to wait in the crack in the threshold. Suddenly, the door opened a wee bit and quickly the spiders scurried into the room. They must see the tree closely, since their eyes weren't accustomed to the brightness of the room... so the crept all over the tree, up and down, over every branch and twig and saw every one of the pretty things. At last they satisfied themselves completely of the Christmas tree beauty. 

But alas!! Everywhere they went they had left their webs, and when the little Christ child came to bless the house he was dismayed. He loved the little spiders, for they were God's creatures too, but he knew the mother, who had trimmed the tree for the little children, wouldn't feel the same, so He touched the webs and they all turned to sparkling, shimmering, silver and gold! 

Ever since that time, we have hung tinsel on our christmas trees, and according to the legend, it has been a custom to include a spider among the decorations on the tree.

Just Five More Minutes
  by: Author Unknown, Source Unknown 

	
	

	While at the park one day, a woman sat down next to a man on a bench near a playground. 

“That’s my son over there,” she said, pointing to a little boy in a red sweater who was gliding down the slide. 

“He’s a fine looking boy” the man said. “That’s my daughter on the bike in the white dress.” 

Then, looking at his watch, he called to his daughter. “What do you say we go, Melissa?” 

Melissa pleaded, “Just five more minutes, Dad. Please? Just five more minutes.” 

The man nodded and Melissa continued to ride her bike to her heart’s content. Minutes passed and the father stood and called again to his daughter. “Time to go now?” 

Again Melissa pleaded, “Five more minutes, Dad. Just five more minutes.” 

The man smiled and said, “OK.” 

“My, you certainly are a patient father,” the woman responded. 

The man smiled and then said, “Her older brother Tommy was killed by a drunk driver last year while he was riding his bike near here. I never spent much time with Tommy and now I’d give anything for just five more minutes with him. I’ve vowed not to make the same mistake with Melissa. 

She thinks she has five more minutes to ride her bike. The truth is, I get Five more minutes to watch her play.” 

Life is all about making priorities, what are your priorities?
Give someone you love 5 more minutes of your time today! 


[image: image3][image: image4][image: image5]



West Farmington United Methodist Church


P.O. Box 93


West Farmington, Ohio 44491-0093


Phone: (330) 889-3345


�HYPERLINK "http://www.farmingtoncommunity.org/wfumc/courier.htm"��http://www.farmingtoncommunity.org/wfumc/courier.htm�


WFChurchnews@aol.com





Newsletter Staff


Pastor Jim George	330 889-3345		� HYPERLINK "mailto:jgeorge004@neo.rr.com" ��jgeorge004@neo.rr.com�


Dorothy Cleer 		330 889-2146


Joyce List 		440 548-2618


Carol Jean Goddard 	330 889-0022


Sharon VanDervort 	330 979-9314		� HYPERLINK "mailto:wfchurchnews@aol.com" ��wfchurchnews@aol.com�








