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Note from the Pastor for June 2010

Hello Church!

As I was reading an article in the Spring edition of the East Ohio Joining Hands magazine from Jessica Vargo, our East Ohio Conference treasurer, I was struck by how it seems the whole world is in turmoil. And just when I think it can’t get any worse, it does. We’ve got an oil slick in the Gulf that threatens more damage than the last two hurricanes.  We’ve got riots all around the world. We’ve got major countries threatening war that could affect the entire world and we’re still laboring through our own conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Then there are the earthquakes and the volcanoes.  It’s amazing how we respond to the needs all around the world. Whether its sending care packages to the solders, health kits to Haiti, or flood buckets to the latest storm area – we United Methodist rise to the task.  But there is a different type of crisis going on right within our own church – the United Methodist church in general, but also right here at West Farmington UMC.  And it’s a crisis of “People.”  We all have heard (and seen) how the mainline churches have lost about one percent of their members each year for the last ten years, but the United Methodist churches in the East Ohio Conference have lost 25 percent in the same period. There are pockets of promise and growth but they are the exception.  As many of our congregations get older (and that’s us!), the next 25 percent loss will happen in an even shorter time frame.  We are in a crisis and yet we don’t seem to be able to respond like we do to the natural/man-made disasters of the world.  We must step back and take a hard look at how we “do” church.  Most of you have heard me talk and write about “Rethinking Church,” which is one philosophy the Conference is using to motivate people. We pastors are constantly searching for ways to rejuvenate each other and exploring different ways of doing ministry.  But the laity (that’s YOU!) also need to take a hard look at the way you can provide for and to the church. No more sitting back and letting someone else handle it. You need to find out what you are really passionate about. What Ministry could you help offer to the church or to the community?  Or as Jessica said it: “We all need to find the fire again! We feel the fire and sense of urgency to respond to those impacted by disaster. Why can’t we find that same urgency and fire to bring people to Christ?”  It’s not just my job. It’s not just your job. It’s all of our job – “Go and make disciples.”  We need to rise up to the crisis at hand – together – and focus on what God would have us do here in West Farmington. 

Be Blessed and Be a Blessing!

Pastor Jim

Prayer for the Day:

Dear Lord, I offer myself to you as an open vessel. Please work in my life and accomplish your will through me. Every little thing and every great thing that is accomplished, I praise you for it and give you all the glory. Thank you for blessing my life with your power and presence. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Attendance last week: 55



Average for 2010:        57

2010 Budget:  $84,525; $7044 per month
 

April Receipts: $6673



Sundays 

Adult Sunday School 9:30am 

Children’s Sunday School during the service.  

Nursery is available.  

Coffee Corner Open.

Adult Sunday School
Adult Sunday School – Next week we study Philemon 8-11 (A Welcoming Community) to discuss God’s mercy and treating each other as friends.  Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30am

SCRAP BOOKING

Digital class at the church 

Fri June 18th 5:30-10:30pm 


All day crop at the church 

Sat June 19th 9:30am-9:30pm

How could God let something like this happen

 Billy Graham's daughter was interviewed on the Early Show and Jane Clayson asked her "How could God let something like this happen?" (regarding the attacks on Sept. 11).

Anne Graham gave an extremely profound and insightful response. She said "I believe God is deeply saddened by this, just as we are, but for years we've been telling God to get out of our schools, to get out of our government and to get out of our lives.

        --And being the gentleman He is, I believe   

                   He has calmly backed out.                                                   

How can we expect God to give us His blessing and His protection

           if we demand He leave us alone?"

  In light of recent events...terrorists attack, school shootings, etc. I think it started when Madeleine Murray O'Hare (she was murdered, her body
 found recently) complained she didn't want prayer in our schools, and we said OK.

Then someone said you better not read the Bible in school . The Bible says thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not steal, and love your neighbor as yourself.. And we said OK.

 Then Dr. Benjamin Spock said we shouldn't spank our children when they misbehave because their little personalities would be warped and we might damage their self-esteem (Dr. Spock's son committed suicide). We said an expert should know what he's talking about. And we said OK.

Now we're asking ourselves why our children have no conscience, why they don't know right from wrong, and why it doesn't bother them to kill strangers, their classmates, and themselves.

Probably, if we think about it long and hard enough, we can figure it out. I think it has a great deal to do with 

          "WE REAP WHAT WE SOW."

Funny how simple it is for people to trash God and then wonder why the world's going to hell. Funny how we believe what the newspapers say, but question what the Bible says.

 Funny how you can send 'jokes' through e-mail and they spread like wildfire but when you start sending messages regarding the Lord, people think twice about sharing.

Funny how lewd, crude, vulgar and obscene articles pass freely through cyberspace, but public discussion of God is suppressed in the school and workplace.


Are you laughing?
Come grow in faith with us!

Prayer List – There are prayer cards in the pews – Please write down any additions, corrections, and updates and place in the offering. 

PLEASE NOTE:

Bible Studies: The Tuesday Night Discussion Group and the Wednesday Morning Scripture Study will combine to Wednesday Nights at 7pm at the parsonage for the summer.  

Video & discussion series – “Knowing the Will of God” by Henry Blackaby will be our topic to start.. 

May Noisy Collection is for the Flood Buckets.   

See the list of items needed. Monetary donations help to supplement whatever may not come in and to help with the shipping of the buckets. Please have all items in by June 6 so we can put them together to take to take to Annual Conference. THANK YOU!
UMW NEWS

There were eight members present at the May meeting; Mary Fasulo, Florence Satterlee, Judy Richards, Joyce List, Shirley Cross, Verona George, Dorothy Cleer, and Carol Jean Goddard. Shirley and Joyce led us in our devotions.

· It was reported we made a profit of $10,396.56 on our peanut butter Easter eggs. 

· Several members attended the luncheon at Otterbein on May 19th. 

· We will hold another meeting of our new group "Young Women in Church" on May 26th at 7:00. 

· The Community Garage Sale will be held July 8, 9, & 10. We will have the parking lot open to Church members. We will have food available for purchase during the sale. 

· Farmington Festival will be held July 29, 30 & 31. We will have the salad bar at the Church, but the sandwiches will be sold in the park. 

· Next months meeting is cancelled due to VBS.

UP-COMING GREETERS
June  6    
Chuck & Sue Lobenthal

June 13  
Bruce & Linda

June 20  
Bill & Joyce

June 27   
Georgene & Dave

Note:  If you can not greet on the date requested, please call Janie @ 330-889-2704
JUNE FLOWER:
          Rose 
             Honeysuckle
JUNE BIRTHSTONE:
  Alexandrite
Cute Things that Kids Say

I was sent this in an email which originated from the pastor of North Bristol Christian Church 


During the children's moment at church when all the kids come up front for a story or illustration, I asked the kids what they thought we might do when we get to heaven. My favorite response was, "I think we'll cuddle with Jesus."
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Coming Events
Mark your Calendar for June, 2010

Sundays – Adult Sunday School 9:30am; Children’s Sunday School during the service.  Nursery is available.  Coffee Corner Open.

June 2
VBS meeting at 6pm at the church – all leaders and volunteers need to be present.

June 3
Missions Team meeting at the church at 7pm.

June 5
Roast Beef Dinner 4-6:30.  Volunteers & pies needed.  Bring a friend to dinner!

June 6
Communion Sunday

Jun 7-11 Vacation Bible School (VBS), 9-11:30am 

June 7
Trustees/PPR Parsonage Inspection 6:00pm;  Church Council – 7:30pm at the church

June 9
UMW meeting – 10am at the church

June 13
Bristol Area Food Ministry Special Collection

June 13-17  East Ohio Annual Conference at Lakeside (Pastor & Delegate attend)

June 20
Father’s Day – Special Breakfast for all at 9:30am

June 27
Missions Committee meeting – 7pm at the church

July 5
Roast Beef Dinner 4-6:30pm – volunteers and pies needed.


July 8
Worship Team – 7pm at the church

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
June 1

Tim & Jacki Mitton
June 6

Bob & Renee Stevens
June 11
Gary & Patty Watts
June 16
Dale & Carol Hickox
June 29
Dave & Georgene Svoboda
JUNE BIRTHDAYS

June 2

Gary Letterlee
June 4

Howard Hillier
June 4

Pat Watts
June 6

Melissa Hickox
June 13
Jestyn Crites
June 14
Riley Stillwagon

June 15
Kathy Granados
June 18
David Shook
June 21
Sue Lobenthal
June 24
Rob Woolf
June 25
Joe Cleer Jr
June 28
Sharon VanDervort


Jayme Morgan
One of the most popular flowers, the rose, is also the flower for those born in June. The flowers of all species have five petals with the exception of one species, the Rosa sericea which only has four. Most roses contain hook shaped thorns which are there to aid the plant in hanging over other plants as it grows. 

Color Meanings: 

· Red: love 

· Pink: grace, lesser feelings of love 

· Dark Pink: gratitude 

· Light Pink: admiration, sympathy 

· White: innocence, purity, secrecy, friendship, reverence and humility. 

· Yellow: Yellow roses generally mean dying love or platonic love. In German-speaking countries, however, they can mean jealousy and infidelity. 

· Yellow with red tips: Friendship, falling in love 

· Orange: passion 

· Burgundy: beauty 

· Blue: mystery 

· Green: calm 

· Black: slavish devotion (as a true black rose is impossible to produce) 

· Purple: protection (paternal/maternal love) 

Fun and interesting fact: The rose is the national flower of both England and the United States, and the state flower of several U.S. states including Iowa, North Dakota, Georgia, New York and Texas. Portland, Oregon holds an annual rose festival to celebrate the rose, and in Southern California there is an annual Rose Parade consisting of floats designed with hundreds of thousands of roses for decorations. 

New Addresses:
Jackie Gingerich                 

7705 Rockwood Road          

Windsor, OH    44099          

Jim and Katie Richards Jr.


53609 Meadow View Lane

New Baltimore, MI    48047
Ron and Jeanne Saxion

1048 Bunk House Ct.

Mesquite, NV  89034

W. FARMINGTON UMC PRAYER MARKER 

May 30, 2010

Recently Hospitalized: 

Abagail Grace Springer at Rainbow Babies
Special Needs: 

Linda Clisby Family; Lucille Step-Hurst Family
Remember our shut-ins:

Dorothy Anthony --  Betty Klouda --   

Ann (Peg) Martin  – Richard Petrick —Marjorie Heil

Our Friends In Need of Prayer

Mary Beechy

Betty Len

Andrius Biliunas

Joe Len

Mary Ellen Blaha

Max Mansfield

Esther Burr

Blanche Marcello

Doug Byers

Chase McCollum

Jeff Cape


Ellie Musial

Joan Chambers

Rick Padavan

Ray Chambers

Kim Park

Matt Chandler

Kyle Quinn Jr.

Ed Cleer


Kim Roseblossom

Michael Cleer

Starr Spangler

Michael Cross

Elise Sprong

Ray Cross


Brenda Stauffer

Shirley Cross

Tootsie Stephens

Sherry Desenberg

Julie Sternagle

Haley Dorshock

Jim VanDervort

Allie Fisher

Holly Fusselman Walker

Anita Galavda 

Gary Watts

Jackie Gingerich

Chad Webb

Kathy Granados

Brittany Williams

Diane Greathouse 

Justin Woodworth

Christine Hall

Kate Woodworth

Dale Hickox

Amanda Wright

Evelyn Hinkle

Richard Yocum

Margaret Klinger

Jimmy Lang

Please note we have started the prayer list over for 2010. To ensure that any names you have placed on the list are retained please let Pastor Jim know their name, status/condition and your name. Cards are in the pews. You can also email any prayer requests to jgeorge004@neo.rr.com
     Monthly Spaghetti Dinner

On the fourth Saturday of every month the West Farmington Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary holds a Spaghetti dinner to raise money for the Farmington Fire Department. Please support these hardworking men and women who continually give of their time to raise money for the fire department.  

The meal consists of Spaghetti and meatballs, Italian bread, Salad, Amish baked pies, cake, and a drink. The cost is $7.00 for all you can eat!

 Support your local Fire Department!

Active Military 

Army:

Mark Adams; Josh Berg; Bill Stewart; Lindsey Romack Canete; Felix Canete Jr.; Gregory Clisby; Isaac Ralston; Ken Goddard; Josh Hall; Philip Lancaster; Mark Mahon; Tammy Rodriguez; Reed Sutliff; Justin Loza; Anthony Wojtonek;

Navy:

Kris Stribling: Tim Walker

Air Force:

Mychael Bulford; Grant & Hayley Crandall; Erik McIntosh; A.J. Musial; Brian Hray

Marine:

Phil Rabadeux; Kris & Cory Reed; Daniel Nellis Jr.; 

Army Reserves:

Charles Cross; 

Marine Reserves:

Ryan Romack;

MI National Guard:

Jim Richards Jr.; 

Coast Guard:

Alfonso Estades

Flood Bucket Kits to Assist in Recovery from Disasters


We will once again be collecting items for the UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) flood buckets in May. These buckets are used in places where people may have suffered losses due to natural or human-made disasters. These supplies help people begin the overwhelming cleanup job after a flood or storm. Our goal this year is to again fill 10 buckets. So, we will need 10 times the quantities below – see the sign-up sheets at the church.  All items must be in by June 6 so that we can inventory what’s there.  Note: All items sent must be new! 

Flood Bucket
 

5-gallon bucket with re-sealable lid
Bleach — two 1-quart or one 82 oz. bottle
5 scouring pads
7-pack sponges
1 scrub brush
18 cleaning towels (reusable wipes)
Liquid laundry detergent (two 25 oz. or one 50 oz. bottle)
1 household cleaner, 12-16 oz. bottle
Disinfectant dish soap, 16-28 oz. bottle
50 clothes pins
Clothesline (two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.)
5 dust masks 
2 pairs of latex gloves
1 pair of work gloves
24-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags, 33-45 gallon
1 Insect repellant spray, 6-14 oz. Can (If aerosol, cans must have protective caps.)
1 Air freshener, 8 or 9 oz. can (If aerosol, cans must have protective caps.) 

Value: $45 per bucket. 
 

Thank you for your donations. You are helping to make a difference in people's lives. 

Poetry Corner
If you have a favorite poem or would like to submit a poem you wrote yourself please email me the information to wfchurchnews@aol.com
Submitted by Florence Satterlee

AT DAYS END

Is anybody happier because you passed his way?

Does anyone remember that spoke to him today?

The day is almost over, and its toiling time is through,

Is there anyone to utter now a kindly word of you?

Can you say tonight in parting with the day that’s slipping fast, 

That you helped a single brother of the many that you passed?

Is a single heart rejoicing over what you did or said?

Does the man whose hopes were fading, now with courage look ahead?

Did you waste the day or lose it? Was it well or sorely spent?

Did you leave a trail of kindness, or a scar of discontent?

As you close your eyes in slumber, do You think that GOD will say,

You have earned one more tomorrow by the work you did today?






---John Hall

Church Rummage Sale

The West Farmington United Methodist Church will be holding a Rummage Sale during the Farmington community sales again this year! July 8, 9 and 10
All proceeds are going to the General Fund for the church.

RoseMary Fasulo will be in charge and the church needs YOUR help!

There will also be a bake sale so baked items are welcomed as well!

The days that help is needed are: set up, during the sale, and of course clean up!

Accepting donations of items after July 4th. Drop items off at the church.

All items EXCEPT clothing will be taken.

Please email Rose Mary to let her know the times and days you can help at RFasulo@windstream.net
ANNIE'S ANGELS SERVICE DOG FUND
Thank you to all who have purchased a denim shirt. We are getting closer to reaching our goal. If anyone is interested in ordering a short sleeved denim shirt with the Methodist logo and W.F.U.M.C. you can contact me at sewmore60@aol.com, or 330-889-2146. The cost is $20.00 with all proceeds going for Annie's service dog.
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FATHERS DAY
(Condensed from Wikipedia.com)

Father's Day is a celebration inaugurated in the early twentieth century to complement Mother's Day in celebrating fatherhood and male parenting. The first observance of Father's Day is believed to have been held on June 19, 1910 through the efforts of Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Washington. After listening to a church sermon at Spokane's Central Methodist Episcopal Church in 1909 about the newly recognized Mother's Day, Dodd felt strongly that fatherhood needed recognition, as well. She wanted a celebration that honored fathers like her own father, William Smart, a Civil War veteran who was left to raise his family alone when his wife died giving birth to their sixth child. 

Dodd was the first to solicit the idea of having an official Father's Day observance to honor all fathers. Enlisting help from the Spokane Ministerial Association in 1909, she arranged for the celebration of fatherhood in Spokane. 

A bill to accord national recognition of the holiday was introduced in Congress in 1913. In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson went to Spokane to speak in a Father's Day celebration and wanted to make it official, but Congress resisted, fearing that it would become commercialized. US President Calvin Coolidge recommended in 1924 that the day be observed by the nation, but stopped short of issuing a national proclamation. Two earlier attempts to formally recognize the holiday had been defeated by Congress. In 1966, President Lyndon Johnson issued the first presidential proclamation honoring fathers, designating the third Sunday in June as Father's Day. Six years later, the day was made a permanent national holiday when President Richard Nixon signed it into law in 1972. 

      Two Interesting Stories

STORY NUMBER  ONE

     Many years ago, Al Capone virtually owned Chicago . Capone wasn't famous for anything heroic. He was notorious for enmeshing the windy city in everything from bootlegged booze and prostitution to murder.
       Capone had a lawyer nicknamed "Easy Eddie." He was Capone's lawyer for a good reason. Eddie was very good! In fact, Eddie's skill at legal maneuvering kept Big Al out of jail for a long time.
      To show his appreciation, Capone paid him very well. Not only was the money big, but Eddie got special dividends, as well. For instance, he and his family occupied a fenced-in mansion with live-in help and all of the conveniences of  the day. The estate was so large that it filled an entire Chicago City block.
       Eddie lived the high life of the Chicago mob and gave little consideration to the atrocity that went on around him.  
       Eddie did have one soft spot, however. He had a son that he loved dearly. Eddie saw to it that his young son had clothes, cars, and a good education. Nothing was withheld.  Price was no object.
       And, despite his involvement with organized crime, Eddie even tried to teach him right from wrong.  Eddie wanted his son to be a better man than he was.
       Yet, with all his wealth and influence, there were two things he couldn't give his son; he couldn't pass on a good name or a good example.
       One day, Easy Eddie reached a difficult decision. Easy Eddie wanted to rectify wrongs he had done.
       He decided he would go to the authorities and tell the truth about Al "Scarface" Capone, clean up his tarnished name, and offer his son some semblance of integrity. To do this, he would have to testify against The Mob, and he knew that the cost would be great.  So, he testified. Within the year, Easy Eddie's life ended in a blaze of gunfire on a  lonely Chicago Street .  But in his eyes, he had given his son the greatest gift he had to offer, at the greatest price he could ever pay. Police removed from his pockets a rosary, a crucifix, a religious medallion, and a poem clipped from a magazine.
                           The poem read:
       "The clock of life is wound but once, and no man has the power to tell just when the hands will stop, at late or early hour.  Now is the only time you own. Live, love, toil with a will. Place no faith in time. For the clock may soon be still." 

  
     STORY NUMBER  TWO

       World War II produced many heroes. One such man was Lieutenant Commander Butch O'Hare. He was a fighter pilot assigned to the aircraft carrier Lexington in the South Pacific.
       One day his entire squadron was sent on a mission. After he was airborne, he looked at his fuel gauge and realized that someone had forgotten to top off his fuel tank. He would not have enough fuel to complete his mission and get back to his ship. His flight leader told him to return to the carrier. Reluctantly, he dropped out of formation and headed back to the fleet.
As he was returning to the mother ship, he saw something that turned his blood cold; a squadron of Japanese aircraft was speeding its way toward the American fleet. The American fighters were gone on a sortie, and the fleet was all but defenseless. He couldn't reach his squadron and bring them back in time to save the fleet. Nor could he warn the fleet of the approaching danger. There was only one thing to do. He must somehow divert them from the fleet.
       Laying aside all thoughts of personal safety, he dove into the formation of Japanese planes. Wing-mounted 50 caliber's blazed as he charged in, attacking one surprised enemy plane and then another. Butch wove in and out of the now broken formation and fired at as many planes as possible until all his ammunition was finally spent. Undaunted, he continued the assault. He dove at the planes, trying to clip a wing or tail in hopes of damaging as many enemy planes as possible, rendering them unfit to fly.
       Finally, the exasperated Japanese squadron took off in another direction. Deeply relieved, Butch O'Hare and his tattered fighter limped back to the carrier.
       Upon arrival, he reported in and related the event surrounding his return. The film from the gun-camera mounted on his plane told the tale. It showed the extent of Butch's daring attempt to protect his fleet.  He had, in fact, destroyed five enemy aircraft.  
This took place on February 20, 1942, and for that action Butch became the Navy's first Ace of W.W.II, and the first Naval Aviator to win the Congressional Medal of Honor.
       A year later Butch was killed in aerial combat at the age of 29. His home town would not allow the memory of this WW II hero to fade, and today, O'Hare Airport in Chicago is named in tribute to the courage of this great man.
       

So, the next time you find yourself at O'Hare International, give some thought to visiting Butch's memorial displaying his statue and his Medal of Honor. It's located between Terminals 1 and 2.

SO WHAT DO THESE TWO STORIES HAVE TO DO WITH EACH OTHER?

Butch O'Hare was "Easy Eddie's" son.
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Newsletter Staff


Pastor Jim George       330-889-3345					Adult Sunday School 	  9:30 am


Dorothy Cleer             330-889-2146					Church Services 	      	10:30 am


Joyce List                    440-548-2618					Children’s Sunday School 10:30 am


Carol Jean Goddard    330-889-0022


Sharon VanDervort     330-979-9314
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