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THE COURIER

Note from the Pastor:

We have talked much in the past couple of months on the state of our church.  Membership is down, attendance is on a plateau, our receipts don’t quite cover our expenses, and we are tired of hearing about the economy. My emphasis has been and will continue to be about people – not money. If we are true to our Mission (To make and mature disciples of Christ so that we can transform our community) and continue to reach out to people, we will thrive and grow in this community.  A lot depends on our attitude as we go about our business and interface with our friends, neighbors and families. I read an excellent devotion from Charles Swindoll on being a Servant Leader. I include it here for your reading. How we give (of ourselves) to others is how they will see Christ through us. Let us be about the business of Christ.

Be Blessed and Be a Blessing!

Pastor Jim 
W. Farmington UMC Prayer Marker – Jan. 30, 2011
Hospitalized:  Dale Hickox (St. Joes); Billy Hodges (Geauga) 
Special Needs:

Please remember our shut ins:

Dorothy Anthony                  Betty Klouda              Richard Petrick

6931 Hennig Dr.                  5837 Old St Rd          Cortland Healthcare

Citrus Hts, CA 95621           W. Farmington          369 High St.

                                                                                 Cortland, OH 44410

Ernestine Woodford              Marjorie Heil              John Fluharty

Clearview Lantern Sts           5600 Larson W         1140 S Main St. SW

596 Champion Ave #206     W. Farmington          Warren OH 44485

Warren OH 44483
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Army:

Mark Adams; Josh Berg; Bill Stewart; Lindsey Romack Canete; Felix Canete Jr.; Gregory Clisby; Isaac Ralston; Ken Goddard; Josh Hall; Philip Lancaster; Mark Mahon; Tammy Rodriguez; Reed Sutliff; Justin Loza; Anthony Wojtonek; Grant & Haley Crandall
Navy:

Kris Stribling: Tim Walker

Air Force:

Mychael Bulford; Erik McIntosh; A.J. Musial; Brian Hray

Marine:

Phil Rabadeux; Kris & Cory Reed; Daniel Nellis Jr.; 

Army Reserves:

Charles Cross; 

Marine Reserves:

Ryan Romack; activated
MI National Guard:
Jim Richards Jr.; 

Coast Guard:

Alfonso Estades

FEBRUARY QUOTE
Thirty days hath September, 
April, June, and November; 
All the rest have thirty-one, 
Excepting February alone 
Which hath but twenty-eight, in fine,
Till leap year gives it twenty-nine.

OUR FRIENDS IN NEED OF PRAYER :
David Albrecht             Sherry Desenberg                    Ethan P.

Bryce                             Haley Dorshock                       Rick Padavan

Susan Ardlen                Donna Fiest                              Justine Pickett

Jerry Armstrong           Angie Foft                                 Kyle Quinn Jr.
Issac Atkins                   Jackie Gingerich                     Kim Roseblossom

Mary Beechy                Kathy Granados                       Mike Shinosky

Esther Burr                   Dale Hickox                             Katlin Smith

Doug Byers                   Evelyn Hinkle                          Elise Sprong

Jeff Cape                       Dona Hites                               Tootsie Stephens

Joan Chambers             Katy Hites                                Julie Sternagle

Ray Chambers              Billy & Sharon                        Holly Fusselman

Matt Chandler                          Hodges                                        Walker

Slater Chambers           James Hungerford                  Chad Webb

Ed Cleer                        Jesse Jilg                                   Brittany Williams

Michael Cleer              Margret Klinger                      Justin Woodworth

Erma Coffer                 Jen Knepper                             Kate Woodworth

Michael Cross             Blanche Marcello                    Richard Yocum

Ray Cross                     Leann Miller                           Wayne York

Shirley Cross               Ellie Musial                              

Tom Darno                  Brian P.

Please Note: Let Pastor Jim know of any changes and/or additions. Their name, Status or condition and your name. Please use the cards in the pews.
Fun February Facts
February comes from the Latin word februum which means purification.
Tuesday night Bible Study: “The Life You’ve Always Wanted” by John Ortberg. 


If you suspect there is more to Christianity than what you’ve experienced, then join us on a road to transformation and spiritual vigor that anyone can take.  Our lives are more like marathon races, not sprints. We need to develop spiritual disciplines and exercises that will strengthen us and give us the endurance to make it on the long road of spiritual growth.  Join us on Tuesday nights, January 18 through March 1 at 7 pm at the parsonage for this video, scripture, and discussion study. The study is for six weeks.

Wednesday morning Bible Study: “The Prayers of Jesus” by Matt Williams. 


Prayer was the backbone of Jesus’ life and ministry. What can we learn from the prayers he prayed?  This in-depth look at the prayers of Jesus will give us new insights into prayer, the character of God, and how to deepen your relationship with Him. Join us on Wednesday mornings starting January 19 through March 2 at 10am at the parsonage. This study is for six weeks.
Up Coming Greeters

2/6   
Jim & Starr Spangler

2/13  
Denise McDowell

2/20  
Sharon VanDervort

2/27  
Laverne Christlieb

 

3/6  
John & Nancy Brandon

3/13 
Jackie, Jack & Emily Mitton

3/20  
Pam Monroe

3/27  
Carol Jean Goddard

No more monthly Roast Beef Dinners:

The Administrative Council Voted on Jan. 3 to discontinue the regular monthly Roast Beef Dinners due to decreasing attendance and the difficulty in getting help.  Thanks for your past support.

Top 10 Predictions for 2011 that you can depend on to be true.

With all the problems the World is facing, it can be unsettling to the
mind. Here are ten predictions that are true!

Top 10 Predictions for 2011

1. The Bible will still have all the answers.

2. Prayer will still be the most powerful thing on Earth.

3. The Holy Spirit will still move.

4. God will still honor the praises of His people.

5. There will still be God-anointed preaching.

6. There will still be singing of praise to God.

7. God will still pour out blessings upon His people.

8. There will still be room at the Cross

9. Jesus will still love you.

10. Jesus will still save the lost when they come to Him.

Isn't It Great To Remember Who Is Really In Control, and that, "the
Word of the Lord endures forever."
The amethyst is the birthstone for February. 

The primrose is the flower for the month of February. 

February Calendar:

Sunday Small Group, 6-8pm at the church, “GriefShare.”

Monday Kids Klub after School Program, 3:30-5:30pm at the church

Monday Easter Egg production, 9am & 6 pm shifts

Tuesday Worship at Windsor House Nursing facility, 10am in Champion.

Tuesday Bible Studies, 7pm at the parsonage, “The Life You’ve Always Wanted”
Wednesday Bible Studies, 10am at the parsonage, “The Prayers of Jesus”
2/1
Windsor House 10am; Bible Study 7pm

2/2
Bible Study 10am

2/6
Communion Sunday; Grief Share 6pm

2/7
Kids Klub 3:30pm; Easter Eggs 9am & 6pm

2/8
Windsor House 10am; Bible Study 7pm

2/9
BAMA 9am; UMW 10am at the church (NO Bible Study); District Laity Gathering at Chardon UMC, 7pm.
2/10
Trustees at 7pm, Administrative Council 7:30pm
2/13
BAFM special collection; 90th Birthday Party for Melvin Smith after Worship; Grief Share 6pm

2/14
Kids Klub 3:30pm; Easter Eggs 9am & 6pm

2/15
Windsor House 10am; Bible Study 7pm

2/16
Bible Study 10am

2/17
District UMW officers meeting at WFUMC at 9am

2/18
Denise – Scrapbooking

2/19
Denise – Scrapbooking

2/21
NO Kids Klub (Holiday); Easter Eggs 9am & 6pm

2/22
Windsor House 10am; Bible Study at 7pm

2/23
Bible Study 10am; District Laity Gathering at 7pm at Andover UMC.
2/26
Scrapbooking for St. Jude children

2/27
Noisy Collection for Someplace Safe.

2/28
Kids Klub 3:30pm; Easter Eggs 9am & 6pm

President's Day is celebrated on the third Monday in February.
Neighbor Updates

If you have some information about a friend of the church who has moved away feel free to contact me with an update and the contact information so we can keep in touch with old friends!

Wfchurchnews@aol.com

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Feb 2

Lexus Swiger
Feb 7

Wynter Spangler
Feb 10

Wanda Kovar
Feb 13

Hannah Woolf
Feb 14

Melvin Smith
Feb 16

Carrie Lynne Umbach
Feb 19

Kevin York
Feb 20

Jacki Mitton
Feb 21

Wayne York
Feb 22

Stevie Burbach
Feb 22

Zachary Stillwagon
Feb 26

Paul David Hurd
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Feb 14
       Dale & Carolyn Kuhn
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Support your local Fire Department!
The Ladies Auxiliary will be selling pizza rolls in the near future. Look for signs to contact Laura Walsh or Kim Largen to support the fundraiser. 
The Ladies Auxiliary needs your help! There are many ways that you can help to support our local fire department. 
There are fundraisers throughout the year including the monthly Spaghetti dinner which is held the fourth Saturday of every month except for the months of December and January. 
All the proceeds go to purchase fire department needs. Please consider joining the ladies auxiliary to help. You could join as a part time helper or a full time member. 
Remember—Many hands make light work!

Call Laura Walsh at 330 978 9683

Or Kim Largen at 330 889 2964 for details!

Support Your Local Fire Department!
The Poetry Corner

Old Groundhog stretched in his leafy bed.
He turned over slowly and then he said,
"I wonder if spring is on the way,
I'll go and check the weather today.
If I see my shadow between eleven and noon,
I then will know that I'm out too soon.
I'll crawl back in bed for six weeks more,
Pull up the warm covers and snore and snore.
But if no shadow gives me a scare,
I know that spring is in the air,
I'll wake my friends and wish them cheer,
With glorious news that spring is here."
-Unknown
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Continuing Series in our Church 
GriefShare

 
Have you or someone you know lost a loved one in the last year or so?  A new series coming to our church in January may be just what you need.  The series is called GriefShare.  It is part of an international ministry to those who are grieving.  The series features a weekly video/discussion/share time.  The sessions will be led by Pastor Shirley Stoops-Frantz, who has led many of these sessions in the last ten years.  Pastor Jim will be assisting her, along with Vicky Harklerode and Shirley’s husband, Allen.  

Each session begins with a 30-40 minute video, utilizing testimonies and advice and affirmation from some of America’s leading counselors in the field.  Most of the names will be those you have heard before.  Following the video, the group will explore the topic of the evening, with opportunity for input.  There is no requirement to talk, but the video and discussion will be beneficial for everyone.  

Some of the video topics include “When Your Dreams Fall Apart,” “The Seasons of Grief” and “Growing through Grief.”  The series will last ten weeks, but each session is self-contained, meaning there is no attendance requirement. 

Refreshments will be available each evening, provided by our church.  There is no charge for the series, but we will accept a donation toward the required workbook.  

The sessions are from 6 to 8 p.m. Sunday, January 9 through March 20 in the church fellowship hall.  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Shirley at 330-889-3894 or Pastor Jim at 330-889-3345. 

Fun February Facts

February 5 is national weatherman's day, commemorating the birth of John Jeffries in 1744. Jeffries, one of America's first weather observers, began taking daily weather observations in Boston in 1774 and he took the first balloon observation in 1784. This is an appropriate time to recognize the men and women who collectively provide Americans with the best weather, water and climate forecasts and warning services of any nation." (Submitted by Ernie Marion, retired meteorologist.)
The Servant as a Giver
by Charles R. Swindoll

Philippians 2:3-4

I like the tongue-in-cheek definition of philosophers one of my seminary professors would occasionally use. It's classic: Philosophers are people who talk about something they don't understand and make you think it's your fault!
Lots of philosophies are floating around, and most of them are more confusing than they are helpful. Interestingly, those that are clear enough to be understood usually end up focusing full attention on the individual. Consider a few of them:

Education says, "Be resourceful; expand yourself!"
Psychology says, "Be confident; assert yourself!"
Religion says, "Be good; conform yourself!"
Epicureanism says, "Be sensuous; enjoy yourself!"
Materialism says, "Be satisfied; please yourself!"
Pride says, "Be superior; promote yourself!"
Humanism says, "Be capable; believe in yourself!"
Philanthropy says, "Be generous; release yourself!"

Yourself, yourself, yourself. We're up to here with self! Do something either for yourself or with yourself or to yourself. How very different from Jesus' model and message! He offers rather a fresh and much-needed invitation to our "me-first" generation. Jesus says, in effect, "Be a servant . . . give to others!" (Mark 10:45). Now that's a philosophy anybody can understand. And, without question, it is attainable. Just look:

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. (Philippians 2:3-4)
Know what all that means? Well, for starters, "nothing" means just that. Stop permitting two strong tendencies—selfishness and conceit—to control you! Let nothing that either of these words suggests win a hearing. Replace "selfishness" and "conceit" with "humility of mind."

But how? By regarding others as more important than yourself. Look for ways to support, encourage, build up, and stimulate the other person. And that requires an attitude that would rather give than receive.

Reprinted by permission. Day by Day, Charles Swindoll, July 2005, Thomas Nelson, inc., Nashville, Tennessee. All rights reserved.
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West Farmington United Methodist Church


P.O. Box 93


West Farmington, Ohio 44491-0093


Phone: (330) 889-3345


�HYPERLINK "http://www.farmingtoncommunity.org/wfumc/courier.htm"��http://www.farmingtoncommunity.org/wfumc/courier.htm�


WFChurchnews@aol.com





Newsletter Staff


Pastor Jim George	330 889-3345		� HYPERLINK "mailto:jgeorge004@neo.rr.com" ��jgeorge004@neo.rr.com�


Joyce List 		440 548-2618


Carol Jean Goddard 	330 889-0022


Sharon VanDervort 	330 979-9314		� HYPERLINK "mailto:wfchurchnews@aol.com" ��wfchurchnews@aol.com�








