Note from the Pastor for July 2010
Well Annual Conference was good. Nothing new came up that I would consider earth shattering, although I was officially reappointed to West Farmington UMC for another year.  We did have some of the best guest speakers that I’ve heard in my ten years of going.  The theme for this year was “Hope and Healing” and despite the continued bad economic news and the continued loss of members in our churches, there are rays of Hope and Healing in our churches.  Our membership (Conference and locally) continues to drop but the average worship attendance increased 4% for the Conference (ours dropped 12%).  We saw and heard many testimonies as to where the Church is growing around us. The speakers challenged us to be willing to try new things, go to new venues, reach out to new groups, and to do something different.  We were challenged to remember our past but not to live there. We need to offer a present tense experience of the risen Christ.  If I truly believe in the risen Christ, then we should be full of Hope and Healing, for Jesus came to heal our lives and to bring us hope. We should be so excited about what Christ has done for us that we can’t wait to tell our families and friends about His gift of life. Carol Goddard, your delegate to Annual Conference, and I will be sharing many ideas with you over the next couple of months as we continue to “Re-Think Church” for our community. 

Be Blessed and Be a Blessing!

Pastor Jim

Prayer: 

Holy God, we experience your presence in worship, prayer, sacrament, and even in the business of the church. In the midst of our times together, many of us have experienced healing, and because of that many of us have new hope. May the hope that we know in you be the hope that carries us out into the world (which may be no further than our families and friends). May we be agents of healing and hope for all the world. In the name of the One who is Hope and who leads us, we pray. Amen.
Finances:

May Receipts – you may notice a significant increase in our receipts for last month. This is due to $4042 coming from our chocolate/peanut butter egg project going toward our arrearages on Health Care & Pension for the pastor. This brings us current for this and past years in that regards. We are still struggling to pay towards are regular apportionments which is what supports the entire UMC connection.  In doing the math, May receipts were still less than needed to meet the budget. Please pray that God will show us how to reach out to those around us (making Disciples) and not worry about the budget – God will provide if we are faithful in His work.
Attendance last week: 50
Average for 2010: 57

2010 Budget:  $84,525; 
$7044 per month 

May Receipts: $10,959

UP-COMING GREETERS
July 4  

Betty & Mike Rowland

July 11  
Barb & Lloyd

July 18  
Joe & Dorothy

July 25  
Ann & Janie

Note:  If you can not greet on the date requested, please call Janie @ 330-889-2704

UMW NEWS

· Meeting was cancelled due to VBS.
· Festival news
· The church will be selling the pulled pork sandwiches in the park this year.

· Many hands make light work so sign up for shifts.

· The Salad Bar will be held at the church on Saturday look for details to sign up for your signature salad. Contact Pastor Jim or Sharon VanDervort if you want to donate salad and did not sign up.

Come grow in faith with us!

Prayer List – There are prayer cards in the pews – please write down any additions, corrections, and updates and place in the offering. 

Adult Sunday School – Nest week we look at 1 Thessalonians 5 to discuss Living in Faith, Hope, and Love.  Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30am.  

Bible Studies: The Tuesday Night Discussion Group and the Wednesday Morning Scripture Study will combine to Wednesday Nights at 7pm at the parsonage for the summer.  Video & discussion series – “Knowing the Will of God” by Henry Blackaby will be our topic to start.. 

Mission News:

Noisy Collection for June - LOCAL Missions Project:  We’re looking to help with getting a Swing Set for the Village Play Ground next to the church. This will benefit us as much as the general village. Please support generously!  Donations will be accepted until there is enough to buy the swing.

Swing Set for the park
· 10 ft tall, 4 seat heavy duty swing 

· Cost – about $1500 plus shipping

· Donation can in the basement.   

· June Noisy Collection will benefit the swing 
· If we give more – we can get more! 

Noisy Collection for July will be for the Warren Family Mission.

Flood Buckets.   We took 10 Flood Buckets to East Ohio Annual Conference last week. A total of 478 buckets, 5700 Health Kits and $3574 were collected for UMCOR.  Thank You!
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Army:

Mark Adams; Josh Berg; Bill Stewart; Lindsey Romack Canete; Felix Canete Jr.; Gregory Clisby; Isaac Ralston; Ken Goddard; Josh Hall; Philip Lancaster; Mark Mahon; Tammy Rodriguez; Reed Sutliff; Justin Loza; Anthony Wojtonek;

Navy:

Kris Stribling: Tim Walker

Air Force:

Mychael Bulford; Grant & Hayley Crandall; Erik McIntosh; A.J. Musial; Brian Hray

Marine:

Phil Rabadeux; Kris & Cory Reed; Daniel Nellis Jr.; 

Army Reserves:

Charles Cross; 

Marine Reserves:

Ryan Romack;

MI National Guard:

Jim Richards Jr.; 

Coast Guard:

Alfonso Estades

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Coming Events
Mark your Calendar for July, 2010

Sundays – Coffee Corner Open
Adult Sunday School 9:30am;

Children’s Sunday School during the service.

Nursery is available.

Tuesdays
Windsor House Nursing Home Worship Service – 10-11am.

Wednesdays
Bible & Discussion Group – 7pm at the parsonage.

July 1
Worship Team – 7pm at the church

July 3
NO Roast Beef Dinner  for July.  Bring a friend to dinner on August 7 !

July 4
Communion Sunday

July 5
Joint Trustees & Church Council – 7:30pm at the church

July 8-10 Village Garage/Yard Sale – you can set up in the church parking lot for no fee or you can help out with the church’s rummage sale. Donations welcome – contact Mary Fasulo.

July 11
Bristol Area Food Ministry Special Collection

July 12-16  Pastor Jim is on his Pedaling Parsons Bike Ride – 350 miles in 5 days – pledges are for a dormitory at our UM Camphor Mission Station in Liberia. Make Checks out to WFUMC. Thanks!!!
July 14
UMW meeting – 10am at the church

July 18
Special Breakfast for all at 9:30am

July 18
Baptism Sunday

July 25
Noisy Collection for Warren Family Mission

July 29-31 Farmington Community Festival

Independence Day is observed in the United States on July 4. On that day in 1776, the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence. In France, a similar holiday, Bastille Day, occurs on July 14. Several other countries celebrate national independence in July. Canada celebrates July 1 as Canada Day. Independence Day is celebrated in Venezuela on July 5; in Argentina, July 9; in Belgium, July 21; and in Peru, July 28 http://www.entourages.com/barbs/july.htm
JULY FLOWER:
 Water Lily

JULY BIRTHSTONE:
  Ruby

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
July 15 

Robert & Lynn Provance

July 15  
Rob & Kim Woolf

July 31

John & Amy Boyk

JULY BIRTHDAYS

July 3

Stacy Svoboda

July 6

Betty Burbach

             Michelle Oliver
July 8

Betty Rowland
July 8

Jonathan Stephens
July 9

Martha Woodford
July 9 

Roxanne York
July 10

Lester Davis
July 10

Kyle Bontrager
July 11

Tyler Oliver
July 13

Jessica Vystricil
July 17

Emily Mitton
July 21

Terryan Metheny
July 22

John Spelich
July 23

Joe Cleer
July 25

Bruce Vogler
July 28

Lisa Spelich
July 28

Chad Oliver
July 28

Payden Swiger
July 30

Georgene Svoboda
July 30

Peg Martin
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W. FARMINGTON UMC PRAYER MARKER 

June 27, 2010

Recently Hospitalized: 

Dale Hickox is HOME!
Special Needs: 

Ramona Stewart family (Joe Cleer’s sister)
Remember our shut-ins:

Dorothy Anthony --  Betty Klouda --   

Ann (Peg) Martin  – Richard Petrick —Marjorie Heil

Our Friends In Need of Prayer

Mary Beechy

Betty Len

Andrius Biliunas

Joe Len

Mary Ellen Blaha

Blanche Marcello

Tiffany Boyk

Chase McCollum

Esther Burr

Ellie Musial

Doug Byers

Rick Padavan

Jeff Cape


Kim Park

Joan Chambers

Kyle Quinn Jr.

Ray Chambers

Kim Roseblossom

Matt Chandler

Starr Spangler

Ed Cleer


Elise Sprong

Michael Cleer

Brenda Stauffer

Michael Cross

Tootsie Stephens

Ray Cross


Julie Sternagle

Shirley Cross

Jim VanDervort

Sherry Desenberg

Holly Fusselman Walker

Haley Dorshock

Gary Watts

Allie Fisher

Chad Webb

Beau Freeman

Brittany Williams

Diane Fuess

Justin Woodworth

Anita Galavda 

Kate Woodworth

Jackie Gingerich

Richard Woolf

Kathy Granados

Richard Yocum

Diane Greathouse 



Christine Hall



Evelyn Hinkle



Jesse Jilg




Frank Koberna

Jimmy Lang

Margaret Klinger

To put someone on the prayer list please let Pastor Jim know their name, status/condition and your name. Cards are in the pews. You can also email any prayer requests to jgeorge004@neo.rr.com
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Military Update For the month of JULY

All three of these service people are the nephews of Traci Crites. 

So prayers needed for all the families. Corey Reed has been in the Reserves for 2 years now and has been stationed in the states of Washington, Texas, and Ohio. He is in the intelligence field. At this time he is not married and so has no children.     It is sometimes very hard to get information from service men who are serving in this field. And rightly so,    we don't need to know what they are doing. Just wish them luck and success in their endeavors.

The second nephew is Mark Mahon, serving in the U. S. Army. "Hooah" and this young man is so very proud to be a part of the greatest force in the world.  He is rightly proud to serve his country and stand for what he believes in. He says that Iraq has come a long way since the beginning,  we have taught the Iraqi soldiers how to fight as a more uniformed force and to use better tactics in the war on terror (which is still very often used over there).  Mark's goals for the future are to continue his Army career for 10 years and retire as a pilot for the Apache attack helicopter. He sends his gratitude and thanks for all the support for our soldiers and families. SGT Mark is married to Cassie (Traci's niece) and they have two children, Monica and Chance. So he is still in a place that is not really safe, so please keep him in our prayers.

SGT Kristopher Stribling has served 8 years in the U.S. Army as a deep sea diver, has worked in many states, i.e. Texas, New Mexico, New Jersey, Rhode Island, and has also been in Kuwait for a 15 month deployment; traveling into Iraq, Qatar, and Oman. In these places he would sweep the harbors for explosives, checking the bottom of boats for explosives and also cleaning the hulls, surveying bridges and waterways to make them safe traveling for other soldiers, rebuilding piers, underwater demolition, searching for lost soldiers in the water, and basic underwater construction. While serving in Kuwait he received his calling to Chaplaincy as he saw such a great need in many soldiers to help the lonely and those so far away from home.  He is now attending Liberty University to attain his Master's degree in order to return to the Army as a Chaplain.  He is married to Angel (Traci's niece) and they are also blessed with two children, Sierra and Xander.

This article is only about 3 more of our military but we still have a larger amount of service men and women who are relatives or friends of our church family, and I hope to continue to give you a fuller picture of all of our military. If you have any new persons who are entering the military and wish to tell us about them, please let me know. God's Blessing on them and all of you.               

Caroljean
Star Spangled Trivia found on http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/lyrics/spangle.htm
History: In 1814, about a week after the city of Washington had been badly burned, British troops moved up to the primary port at Baltimore Harbor in Maryland. Francis Scott Key visited the British fleet in the Harbor on September 13th to secure the release of Dr. William Beanes who had been captured during the Washington raid. The two were detained on the ship so as not to warn the Americans while the Royal Navy attempted to bombard Fort McHenry. At dawn on the 14th, Key noted that the huge American flag, which now hangs in the Smithsonian's American History Museum, was still waving and had not been removed in defeat. The sight inspired him to write a poem titled Defense of Fort McHenry. The poem was eventually set to music that had originally been written by English composer John Stafford Smith for a song titled "The Anacreontic Song". The end result was the inspiring song now considered the national anthem of the United States of America. It was accepted as such by public demand for the next century or so, but became even more accepted as the national anthem during the World Series of Baseball in 1917 when it was sung in honor of the brave armed forces fighting in the Great War. The World Series performance moved everyone in attendance, and after that it was repeated for every game. Finally, on March 3, 1931, the American Congress proclaimed it as the national anthem, 116 years after it was first written.

Monthly Spaghetti Dinner

On the fourth Saturday of every month the West Farmington Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary holds a Spaghetti dinner to raise money for the Farmington Fire Department. Please support these hardworking men and women who continually give of their time to raise money for the fire department.  

The meal consists of Spaghetti and meatballs, Italian bread, Salad, Amish baked pies, cake, and a drink. The cost is $7.00 for all you can eat!

 Support your local Fire Department!
The Ladies Auxiliary will be holding their annual chicken and biscuit dinner on Saturday during the festival on July 31st from  3 – 5pm

A Little Humor for YOU!

1.  How Do You Catch a Unique Rabbit? 
               Unique Up On It.

2.  How Do You Catch a Tame Rabbit? 
               Tame Way.
Poetry Corner
If you have a favorite poem or would like to submit a poem you wrote yourself please email me the information to wfchurchnews@aol.com
Star Spangled Banner

O! say can you see by the dawn's early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep,
Where the foe's haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam,
In full glory reflected now shines in the stream:
'Tis the star-spangled banner, O! long may it wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore
That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion,
A home and a country should leave us no more!
Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps' pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave
From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave:
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

O! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
Between their loved home and the war's desolation!
Blest with victory and peace, may the heav'n rescued land
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: "In God is our trust."
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!


Francis Scott Key

Church Rummage Sale

The West Farmington United Methodist Church will be holding a Rummage Sale during the Farmington community sales again this year! July 8, 9 and 10 All proceeds are going to the General Fund for the church. RoseMary Fasulo will be in charge and the church needs YOUR help! There will also be a bake sale so baked items are welcomed as well! The days that help is needed are: set up, during the sale, and of course clean up! Accepting donations of items after July 4th. Drop items off at the church. 
All items EXCEPT clothing will be taken.
Please email Rose Mary to let her know the times and days you can help at RFasulo@windstream.net
The Choice

by Max Lucado
IT’S QUIET. It’s early. My coffee is hot. The sky is still black. The world is still asleep. The day is coming.

In a few moments the day will arrive. It will roar down the track with the rising of the sun. The stillness of the dawn will be exchanged for the noise of the day. The calm of solitude will be replaced by the pounding pace of the human race. The refuge of the early morning will be invaded by decisions to be made and deadlines to be met.

For the next twelve hours I will be exposed to the day’s demands. It is now that I must make a choice. Because of Calvary, I’m free to choose. And so I choose.

I choose love . . .

No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness. I choose love. Today I will love God and what God loves.

I choose joy . . .

I will invite my God to be the God of circumstance. I will refuse the temptation to be cynical . . . the tool of the lazy thinker. I will refuse to see people as anything less than human beings, created by God. I will refuse to see any problem as anything less than an opportunity to see God.

I choose peace . . .

I will live forgiven. I will forgive so that I may live.

I choose patience . . .

I will overlook the inconveniences of the world. Instead of cursing the one who takes my place, I’ll invite him to do so. Rather than complain that the wait is too long, I will thank God for a moment to pray. Instead of clinching my fist at new assignments, I will face them with joy and courage.

I choose kindness . . .

I will be kind to the poor, for they are alone. Kind to the rich, for they are afraid. And kind to the unkind, for such is how God has treated me.

I choose goodness . . .

I will go without a dollar before I take a dishonest one. I will be overlooked before I will boast. I will confess before I will accuse. I choose goodness.

I choose faithfulness . . .

Today I will keep my promises. My debtors will not regret their trust. My associates will not question my word. My wife will not question my love. And my children will never fear that their father will not come home.

I choose gentleness . . .

Nothing is won by force. I choose to be gentle. If I raise my voice may it be only in praise. If I clench my fist, may it be only in prayer. If I make a demand, may it be only of myself.

I choose self-control . . .

I am a spiritual being. After this body is dead, my spirit will soar. I refuse to let what will rot, rule the eternal. I choose self-control. I will be drunk only by joy. I will be impassioned only by my faith. I will be influenced only by God. I will be taught only by Christ. I choose self-control.

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. To these I commit my day. If I succeed, I will give thanks. If I fail, I will seek his grace. And then, when this day is done, I will place my head on my pillow and rest.

From When God Whispers Your Name
Copyright (Thomas Nelson, 1999) Max Lucado 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

   

We just finished up VBS and the kids had a great time. Hopefully we will get some of our VBS kids to start attending Sunday School. Attendance has been low. 

In May the kids learned about Paul. They made a couple small crafts and for Mother's Day they assembled flower pots and decorated them for their moms. They made coupon books for hugs, breakfast in bed, and fishing time with dad for Father's Day. We will be starting our new "Summer Book" next week that is filled with all kinds of fun stuff to learn and do. I put Sunday School Helper cards in some of your mailboxes; please let me know if your date doesn't work for you. 

                                                                                                                                       Thanks, Carolyn

Vacation Bible School

 

 

   VBS went great this year. We had a space theme called "Galactic Blast".  We had about 40 kids plus about 6 or 7 teen helpers. The kids learned the connection between God and Space each day, and then on Friday we had a "Cloudy with a chance of meatballs” day. The kids watched the movie and then had spaghetti and meatballs for lunch. Our mission this year was for "Annie's Angels" to help raise money for Annie's service dog and the kids did really well. I would like to thank everyone who helped with VBS this year we were really short on help but it all came together and ran really smoothly. The kids were really well behaved this year and that helped. Also thank you to those of you who donated items it was all greatly appreciated. I am so glad that I did VBS, I was really nervous about taking this on but I really had a great time and was glad I did once we got going. I made two large picture boards of VBS, they are hanging downstairs so check them out. Thanks again to everyone I hope you all had a great time.

                                                                                                    




Carolyn

2010 East Ohio Annual Conference Summary

By Kay Panovec
Members of the East Ohio Annual Conference came together in a time of confession, prayer, hope and healing. The 41st session was held at Lakeside, Ohio, June 14-17 with Bishop John Hopkins presiding. 

Featured speakers included Bishop Hope Morgan Ward of the Mississippi Annual Conference; Rev. Dan Bogre of GPS, a new worship service at Church of the Saviour in Cleveland Heights; Rev. Orlando Chaffee, North Coast District Superintendent and  Dr. Scott Morris, the founder and executive director of the Church Health Center in Memphis, Tennessee.  Dr. Morris is also the associate minister at St. John’s United Methodist Church. 

Bishop John Hopkins challenged the members of the East Ohio Annual Conference to turn the church inside out as he reminded the members of the children’s rhyme, This is the church, this is the steeple.
“When I was a child, I learned that my fingers were to be folded inside, meaning that the people of church were inside,” he said.  Claiming that the church can no longer afford to wait for people to come to the building, the people inside must take the faith to the people. Preschoolers Sarah Jones and Atticus Stultz-Costello, joined Hopkins on stage to teach the conference members the rhyme with new motions showing all the people outside the building.
“Have a heart for people who need hope and healing in your local community and around the world by building relationships. Believe in people because we know God believes in them,” Hopkins said.  

The conference members adopted the following resolutions: 
Hope and Healing through Multicultural and Differing Abilities Acceptance
This resolution calls churches to bring hope and healing in response to exclusivity and discrimination. It calls for greater awareness concerning diversity with development of ministries and to share these issues for the next three years with the compass groups

Youth Led Worship
This resolution asks that church offer youth the opportunity to have an annual youth led worship service

Rural Life Sunday
This resolution asks that the conference designates a Sunday to celebrate Rural Life.  

Youth leader Contact Information
This resolution asks that churches provide contact information for a youth leader in order to be informed about conference events.

A resolution asking the General Board of Church and Society to end its lobbying for government funded abortion and to withdraw from the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice was not approved.

After maintaining a flat budget for the last six years, the conference approved a $12, 168,020 budget for 2011, a decrease of 3 percent.  Additional conference business included 

the ordination of 10 elders and recognition of 20 clergy who retired.  

Donations totaling $7,327.75 will be divided equally among Global Health, Conference Health Issues and the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund. 

5,700 health kits, 600 school kits and nearly 500 cleaning buckets were collected for the Midwest Distribution Center.

The conference celebrated the fund raising efforts of two children, Logan Martens and Molly McNamara, who in 3 years have donated more than $7,000 to Nothing But Nets and Imagine No Malaria by selling organic lemonade during the conference

Membership stands at 163,815 down 2.9 percent over the previous year while worship attendance stands at 66,799 up 4% over the previous year.
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June 5, 2010

Dear Friends and Family,

I am again out enjoying being on my bicycle. We have a great bike trail (Greenway) not far from the house and I try to get to it as often as I can. I don’t have to worry about the traffic and it’s a lot smoother than most of the roads around here.  Many of you already know that I am part of a group called the “Pedaling Parsons” and we ride our bikes for mission projects. The Pedaling Parson’s are a group of United Methodist ministers and associated church members who have been riding for the past 24 years to raise funds for World Missions.  They have raised over $500,000 to relieve suffering and oppression, and to promote peace and justice around the world through the United Methodist World Missions.  

This year we are riding to raise money to build a dormitory at Camphor Mission Station in Liberia. Camphor is a safe place, a boarding school, and a day school. Camphor is agriculture, Christian community, sports, family, exciting, and a tradition of the Liberian Annual Conference.  Camphor Mission is meeting needs in rural Liberia for education, clean water, and agriculture, in partnership with other United Methodist Churches around the world.  Last year the group raised over $20,000 to support the five local mission stations in East Ohio Conference.

Our ride this year will be July 12-16 from Niagara Falls to Port Byron, NY, and back on the Erie Canal Towpath and/or the parallel state and county roads. We will average 70 miles per day for five days (for a total of around 340 miles!) and we will be staying (camping out!) in local United Methodist Churches.  I am excited about the ride and I would love to have a riding partner to go along!  Let me know if you are interested.  

My personal goal is to try to raise $1000 towards the project each year. We pay for all expenses for going on the trip out of our own pockets, so all donations go to the Mission Project.  Brochures and pledge cards won’t be available until later in June, but I would like you to take a moment now to give prayerful consideration as to what you might pledge. Some of you have already indicated your support and I thank you. Pledges and donations may be given/sent back to myself and checks should be made out to:  “W. Farmington United Methodist Church” with “Pedaling Parsons” noted in the memo.  Donations may be made through any United Methodist Church, but please be sure to indicate “Pedaling Parsons” in the memo so that your church will know where the donation goes. 

Please pray for the Pedaling Parsons as we embark on this mission and also please pray for those whom we are trying to help in the Name of Christ.  Thank You!

Yours In Christ,

Pastor Jim

Pastor Jim George


PO Box 93


W. Farmington, OH 44491







