West Farmington United Methodist Church

P.O. Box 93

[image: image1.emf] 

West Farmington, Ohio 44491-0093

Phone: (330) 889-3345

http://www.farmingtoncommunity.org/wfumc/courier.htm
[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.png]



June 2008

[image: image4.jpg]\\%VACATloN% P






[image: image5.png]


NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
PRIMING THE PUMP 

John 7:37-39

(From the Sermon on May 11, Pentecost Sunday)


Recently I heard a story about a man who was going through the desert and was extremely thirsty. He came across a water pump and found a little container of water sitting next to it. The container had a lid on it with a note attached. It said, "In this jar is just enough water to prime the pump. Don’t drink this water! If you will use this water to prime the pump, you will have more water than you can use.


There was water in abundance below the ground, but because this pump sat for so long, it dried out and wouldn’t work by itself. It needed just enough water to prime it. The story told of how the man looked at the water and then looked at the pump and said, "Do I trust the person who wrote this note? If I pour the water into the pump, begin pumping, and nothing happens, I’ve lost a drink of water." But he went ahead, swallowed his fears, and poured the water down the pump.


The man began to pump and pump. For the longest time nothing happened and all his fears began to say, "See, you should have drunk the water instead of pouring it in the pump." Just then he heard a rumbling sound come from under the ground. Suddenly, water began gushing out! There was so much water that he drank and drank and even rolled around in it. Then he filled up his canteens and was careful to leave the little container - full of water - with the note attached for the next person who needed to prime the pump.


Your tithe is the container of water, which will prime the pump of your prosperity.  The note is the word of God telling each of us to believe what He says concerning the principle for giving.


Your obedience is the pump that will gush forth with blessings once you pour in the tithe.


The waters are the abundance of blessings God has stored up for you, if only you would obey.

Allow the abundance and success God has for you to come gushing into your life. You may have been drinking your tithe, settling for that little container of just enough for today. Maybe you have not been taught about God’s plan for prosperity, or perhaps you are afraid to use the tithe to prime the pump in order to receive what God wants to give you - more than you can think of or imagine!

STEP OUT ON FAITH AND OBEY GOD’S WORD


What God ministered to me was this: "My people are not holding back the tithe because of rebellion, but because of fear. They are afraid of failing; afraid of not having enough if they obey the tithe, afraid to letting go of what would literally set them free. They are just afraid to step out on faith and obey My Word."


If we believers can overcome our fear by understanding the love God has for us and how He desires to bless us, we will begin to give to the Lord and find out our fears are unfounded. Our fears come from Satan, who wants to keep us from receiving God’s blessings.

LET’S PUT GOD TO THE TEST.


“But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.” 2 Cor. 9:6


If I sow a little, I will reap a little, but if I sow much, I will reap much. God will meet me where I am. I will give all I possibly can because that is what God means by bountifully. I will expect to reap a great harvest from what I joyfully give to Him.


Prime the pump in your life by pouring in the little container of tithe that you have and the Lord will issue forth blessings from heaven that you could never imagine on you own. Do not drink the tithe, pour it into the pump of God’s blessing and begin pumping the handle of faith, keep pumping and before too long God will gush forth with a flood.

Peace and Blessings! (Shalom!)

Pastor Jim

Post Thoughts: 


Since I gave this message on Mother’s Day, we (the Church Board) have decided that we need to have a “Miracle Sunday” to help cover the cost of several major projects we need to tend to.  We are having the parking lot repaired and sealed (cost of $12,900), we want to have the sanctuary painted (bids are being taken – estimating it will be “several” thousand dollars) and we have some back expenses for hospitalization and retirement for our current and past two pastors (currently about $7000) for an estimated grand total of somewhere in the $20-25,000 range.  Please prayerfully consider what you can give above and beyond your normal offering, going the second mile towards helping us maintain our beautiful facility, property, and pastoral programs.  Miracle Sunday will be June 8 during the regular service. Thank you for your generosity!

Shalom again, Pastor Jim 

Today's Prayer: Oh Lord, I'm so sorry for the pride that creeps into my heart. You alone are worthy. You spoke this earth into being. You breathed the breath of life into mankind. You hold the universe in place. Who am I to take credit for any thing. Thank You for all You have given and all You have done. Thank you for meeting my needs and for all the You have accomplished through me. Please, make me a blessing to others and to You. Minister through me to a lost and needy world. Fill me up with Your strength and wisdom, that I might lift Your name high. I thank you and praise You. In His name I pray, Amen.
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UMW News


There were eleven members present at our May 14th meeting. We discussed painting the Sanctuary. Verona is meeting with two contractors to get estimates. We received an invitation to Southington's luncheon on June 10th at 11:30. 


Everyone stated they had a good time at the Trunk Sale. We hope to do it again next year, but will spend the money to advertise.  


We discussed having a bake and rummage sale during the Community Garage Sale.


After the meeting we all went to Otterbein for their luncheon. We had a very good time.
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Sunday School News


Our attendance was up a bit this past month. The children enjoyed their lessons. On Mother's Day they made Mom a card and planter with a petunia in it. We hope all the Moms enjoyed them. 


Our curriculum for June will follow along with the Beach Party, surfin' through the scriptures theme. We hope to get the children to return to Sunday School after attending VBS.
"Adult Sunday School


Classes meet each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Sunday School room. Each and every one is welcome to attend. The lessons are very modern up to date info on how people deal with their lives and relationships with God. We usually have a very lively discussion.
Rules to Follow  
June 1 – Moments to Remember
June 8 – The Value of Values
June 15 – Passing the Torch
June 22 – The Source of Our Success
June 29 – A Change for the Better
W. FARMINGTON UMC PRAYER MARKER
Please remember our shut-ins: 

Evelyn Brown, Marian Root (Windsor House), Anna (Peg) Martin (Windsor Hs), Betty Stafford (Windsor House), Richard Petrik, (Cortland Healthcare)
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Our Friends in Need of Prayer: Melanie Albrecht; Dorothy Anthony, Paula Applegate; Chris Applequist; Luella Applequist, Bill Bailey, Dale Bailey; Sharon Barnhart; Charles Bartholomew; Mary Beechy; Andrius Biliunas; Hannah Bontrager, Dawn Bright; Melody Bundy; Bill Byers; Ray Chambers; Ray Clark; Ed Cleer; Michelle Coakley; Rita Covert; Mary Cross; Ray Cross; Shirley Cross; Braden Davenport; Hunter Davis; Larry DeFabrizio; Bob Donovan; Laura Dowen; Cory Freeman; Kathy Granados; Dean Henry; Trisha Hientz; Evelyn Hill; Jordan Hillard; Chris Huth; Hariette Ingram; Kathy Jackson; Lindsey Jarvis; Pam Jeswald; Bart Krontz; Shirley Kvet; Roger Largen; Edna Lauth; Larisa Letterle’s Mother; Rachel Marks; Blanche Marcello; Bob Matthews; Eleanor McAninch; Morgan McCauley; Wendy Metcalf; Melissa Miller; Mollie Moore; Heather Newell; Justin Oliver; George Perich; Jim Richards; Ryan Rowland; Brian Sawyer; Myra Saylor; Marilyn Schlacht; Lorrie Schwede; Carol Smith; John Spelich; Elise Sprong; Frank Stout; Wilma Stremel; Sue Taylor; Gary Watts; Chad Webb; Kathy Wireman, Paul William; Bernie Woods.
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Those Serving (Active) in the Military
Mark Adams, Amanda Belden, Josh Berg, Andy Biesterveld, Mychael Bulford, Gregory Clisby, Grant Crandall, Alfonso Estades, Ken Goddard, Josh Hall, Richard Harklerode, Brian Hray, Phillip Lancaster, Andrew Lapchynski, Mark Mahon, John Pettit, Issac Ralston, Jim Richards, Jr., Tammy Rodriguez, Lindsay Romack, Bill Stewart, Kris Stribling,  Reed Sutliff, Tim Walker
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Coming Events
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June 1 – Communion Sunday
June 2 – Trustee meeting 6:30, Administrative Board 7:30
June 5 - Pastor Parish Relations committee meeting, 7pm at the parsonage
June 7 – Roast Beef Dinner 4-6:30
June 8 - Birthday’s & Anniversaries, The 2nd Sunday supports Bristol BAFM

June 8 - Miracle Sunday

June 9-13 – VBS 9-12:30

June 14 – Flag Day
June 15 – Father’s Day 
June 16-19 -  East Ohio United Methodist Annual Conference, Lakeside, Oh

June 21 – Summer Begins , West Farmington Community Sale
June 21 – Scrap booking 9:30-2 or 4:30-9. See Denise for reservations 
June 22 -Noisy Collection & Courier Deadline
[image: image11.jpg]v

RELAY
FOR LIFE

L
§ S0



The Coffee Shoppe is Open!!– Stop by for a cup of coffee and great conversation! Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall, near the kitchen.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
This year VBS will be June 9th thru the 13th. The program this year is a fun Beach Party theme. The children will enjoy meeting our flamingo friend, Flame. We will sing, do crafts, lab time, recreation, and a nice snack. All children kindergarten through sixth grade are invited. Any child under the age of 5 MUST have and adult with them the entire time HELP IS STILL NEEDED!!! If you can help in anyway, please contact Dorothy Cleer at, 330-889-2146 or sew4u12@embarqmail.com What greater thing can we do than bring God's teachings to a child

!Prayer List Updates

Whenever you need prayer; we are there!

Whenever you need friends, know we care.

 

Hello all! Here is our newest edition of Prayer Lists Updates for this month. Thank you so much for those who help with this task. It is so great to be able to let everyone know about the people on our list as far as their condition and their health status. It is also nice to feel a connection to those names as far as who they are and who they are related to; so on and so forth. Remember the way to reach me is by email: SharonVanDervort@aol.com, by phone: 330 889-2481, by “snail mail”: 4949 Old State Road or feel free to put a note in my church mail box at any time.


Melanie Albrecht: Melanie is having treatments for a cancerous tumor in the back of her neck. She is responding to the treatments as the tumor is shrinking but still needs to remain on the prayer list!


Hannah Bontrager: Hannah is 10 years old and the granddaughter of Ray Hall whom I worked with for awhile. Hannah was diagnosed with Leukemia and rushed to the hospital a few weeks ago. She is now looking at a year of chemo but according to her grandfather seems to be responding well at this time. Her bone marrow is not yet infected but her white blood count was of concern to her doctors. Hopefully, with the help of our prayers, the doctors and the treatments this little girl can resume a normal childhood. She needs to remain on our list! 


Shirley Cross: Shirley reported herself at church this morning that she woke up pain free this morning! How wonderful to hear. Let’s keep her in our prayers until she is cane free also! Good for you Shirley!


Braden Davenport: Son of Linda (Largen) Davenport and B. Davenport. Braden is having eye surgery on June 9th to correct his eye placement problem! Let’s pray for this baby to come through this with flying colors and for his family as well as the surgeon who is performing the surgery. May the Lord be with them all during this difficult time!


Trisha Hientz: Trisha is having some procedures performed and is in need of our continued prayers.


Melissa Miller: Melissa is the daughter of Linda Miller (Sharon VanDervorts friend). If you recall, Linda showed her leaf crafts at the Mrs. Claus’ closet back in November.  Melissa was involved in a car accident in January. She is fully recovered and back to work now so she can be removed from our list now. Melissa and her family are thankful for our prayers during her time of healing. 
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Military Spotlight


Major James Ronyak went to Balad Air Base, Iraq May 13. He is assigned to the 332nd EMDG 


Major Ronyak will be there for about 4 months. His wife Kelly and two children Donna and Garret will be waiting for his safe return. When not serving his country actively he is an occupational therapist. He and his family live in Springboro, Ohio.


He is the Uncle of Rob, Kim & Hannah Woolf.
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Needed: We are in need of a coordinator for our Pork Sandwich dinners for the West Farmington Festival in July. If interested please see Pastor Jim. 
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NOTICE: Roast Beef 1st Saturday of the month. If you can help in any way, from setting up, to serving, to cleaning up or baking pies, please see Sharon VanDervort. 
“Noisy Collection” is the 4th Sunday of the month. May’s collection will go for the “The UMCOR Flood Buckets” which has also been a target mission for our Conference each year. We will also be collecting items for the Flood buckets starting on the 25th. Please see the sign up sheets on the desk in Fellowship Hall.
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FLAG DAY


Flag Day is celebrated on June 14 in memory of the day in 1777 when the Continental Congress adopted the Stars and Stripes as the official flag of the United States. It is not an official national holiday, but the President proclaims a public Flag Day observance every year. In Pennsylvania, Flag Day is a legal holiday. 

On Flag Day, people in the United States display the flag on their homes, businesses, and public buildings. Some schools honor the flag with special programs that may feature discussions of the flag's origin and meaning. Many patriotic organizations hold parades and other Flag Day demonstrations. 

Flag Day was first officially observed in 1877 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the selection of the flag. Congress requested all public buildings to fly the flag on June 14 of that year. Some people suggested that Flag Day be observed each year. Early leaders of campaigns to establish Flag Day as an annual national celebration included William T. Kerr of Pittsburgh and Bernard J. Cigrand of Waubeka, Wis. In 1897, the governor of New York proclaimed a Flag Day celebration for the first time as an annual event in that state. President Woodrow Wilson established Flag Day as an annual national celebration in his proclamation issued on May 30, 1916. In 1949, President Harry S. Truman officially recognized June 14 as Flag Day by signing the National Flag Day Bill. ~From World Book Encyclopedia~
THE HISTORY OF FATHER’S DAY
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Father's Day is a day on which the people of many countries express gratitude and appreciation for their fathers by giving them gifts or greeting cards. In the United States and Canada, Father's Day falls on the third Sunday in June.


Sonora Louise Smart Dodd of Spokane, Wash., got the idea to set aside a special day to honor fathers in 1909, after listening to a sermon on Mother's Day. She wanted to honor her father, William Jackson Smart. Smart's wife died in 1898, and he raised their six children on his own. Dodd drew up a petition recommending adoption of a national father's day. The Spokane Ministerial Association and the local Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) supported it. Through Sonora Dodd's efforts, Spokane celebrated the first Father's Day on June 19, 1910. Over the years, many resolutions to make the day an official national holiday were introduced. Finally, in 1972, President Richard M. Nixon signed Father's Day into law. ~Father's Day Information from The World Book Encyclopedia~
When God Created Father’s


When the good Lord was creating fathers, He started with a tall frame. And a female angel nearby said, "What kind of father is that? If you're going to make children so close to the ground, why have you put fathers up so high? He won't be able to shoot marbles without kneeling, tuck a child in bed without bending, or even kiss a child without a lot of stooping." 


And God smiled and said, "Yes, but if I make him child size, who would children have to look up to?" 


And when God made a father's hands, they were large and sinewy. 


And the angel shook her head sadly and said, "Do You know what You're doing? Large hands are clumsy. They can't manage diaper pins, small buttons, rubber bands on pony tails or even remove splinters caused by baseball bats." 


God smiled and said, "I know, but they're large enough to hold everything a small boy empties from his pockets at the end of a day yet small enough to cup a child's face." 


Then God molded long, slim legs and broad shoulders. 


The angel nearly had a heart attack. "Boy, this is the end of the week, all right," she clucked. "Do You realize You just made a father without a lap? How is he going to pull a child close to him without the kid falling between his legs?" 


God smiled and said, "A mother needs a lap. A father needs strong shoulders to pull a sled, balance a boy on a bicycle or hold a sleepy head on the way home from the circus." 


God was in the middle of creating two of the largest feet anyone had ever seen when the angel could contain herself no longer. "That's not fair. Do You honestly think those large boats are going to dig out of bed early in the morning when the baby cries? Or walk through a small birthday party without crushing at least three of the guests?" 


And God smiled and said, "They'll work. You’ll see. They'll support a small child who wants to "ride a horse to Banbury Cross" or scare off mice at the summer cabin, or display shoes that will be a challenge to fill." 


God worked throughout the night, giving the father few words, but a firm authoritative voice; eyes that see everything, but remain calm and tolerant. 


Finally, almost as an afterthought, He added tears. Then He turned to the angel and said, "Now are you satisfied that he can love as much as a mother?" 


And the angel shutteth up!  By Erma Bombeck 


June Birthdays

Gary Letterle.................................2nd

Lucas Wilson..................................3rd

Howard Hillier................................4th

Pat Watts.......................................4th

Melissa Hickox......................................6th

Jesstyn Crites......................................13th

Jim Richards Jr....................................13th

Riley Stillwagon...................................14th

David Shook.......................................18th

Sue Lobenthal.....................................21st

Marian Root........................................21st

Armin Bailey Jr....................................24th

Rob Woolf..........................................24th

Joe Cleer Jr........................................25th

Jayme Morgan....................................28th

Sharon VanDervort.............................28th

June Anniversaries

Tim & Jacki Mitton.....................1st
Bob & Renee Stevens................6th

Pat & Gary Watts.....................11th
Dale & Carol Hickox………………16th
Ross & Charlene Sloan............22nd

Fred & Betty Klouda................29th

Dave & Georgene Svoboda................29th

We wish you each a very happy and blessed birthday and anniversary. May God bless you and give you many more.
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Melvin Smith who was selected to go to Washington DC along with a plane full of World War II Veterans to visit the World War II Memorial. Melvin left early on May 21st and returned that evening. All of us are very proud of Melvin.
Community Yard Sale, June 21 – We, as a Church, will be participating in this community wide yard sale. Exactly how is still being decided, but Pastor Jim would like input as to how our participation could support our Missions Outreach, both locally and through our UMC connection. Please see Pastor Jim or Verona with ideas. (Of course, all offers of help are appreciated)

W. Farmington Rainbow Assembly #116 would like to thank all those who sponsored, donated, and walked in this year's 15th annual relay for life.  With your help we raised $1148 to help find a cure for cancer. The assembly won 3rd place for their banner and for their children's game.  If you would like to see what activities and service projects are planned next please visit the assembly website at www.mastermason.com/WFarmington116 or call Roxanne York (330) 240-5116.

GOD AND CHILDREN


LOT'S WIFE    The Sunday School teacher was describing how Lot's wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt, when little Jason interrupted, 'My Mommy looked back once while she was driving,' he announced triumphantly, 'and she turned into a telephone pole!


GOOD SAMARITAN    A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan.  She asked the class, 'If you saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?'    A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, 'I think I'd throw up. 


DID NOAH FISH?    A Sunday school teacher asked, 'Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark?'    'No,' replied Johnny. 'How could he, with just two worms.'


HIGHER POWER    A Sunday school teacher said to her children, “We have been learning how powerful kings and queens were in Bible times.  But, there is a Higher Power.  Can anybody tell me what it is?'    One child blurted out, 'Aces!' 


SAY A PRAYER    Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother's house.  Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served.  When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right away.  'Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer,' said his Mother. “I don't need to,' the boy replied. “Of course you do,' his Mother insisted.' We always say a prayer before eating at our house. ''But this is grandma's house,' said Johnny. 'And she knows how to cook 
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