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NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Over the last several months I have been expanding on the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations which describes “successful” churches as those who practice Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-taking Mission and Service, and Extravagant Generosity.  “Successful” being defined as those churches who are growing in numbers (both attendance & receipts/givings), spiritual development (Sunday School, Bible Studies, Small Groups, etc.), outreach, and missions. As I said in summary of those reviews, we will be realigning our own Mission, Goals, and Objectives along those Practices. 

Recently, two of us attended a Compass Group (a small group of churches similar to us) sponsored workshop titled: “Discipleship and the Deep Blue Sea: It’s Time to Take the Plunge.” We feel the material presented at that workshop will be the tool we need to help us in our “Intentional Faith Development” strategy. We will also have ongoing review sessions to help coach us along this journey. Follow-up meetings will be March 7 & 21, 10am-2pm at Hope Ridge UMC. Please contact me if you would like to be part of this team.

Our Faith Development, per the associated book to the Discipleship workshop, is broken down into six stages from being totally unchurched to being a fully committed follower of Jesus Christ. We start with the Biblical understanding of how people develop through those stages and then we assess our local ministries as to what we are already doing well and what we need to offer that would help people along their faith journeys.  

For each spiritual stage, we will ask questions like:

· Who is the primary person at each stage?

· What is the primary question on the mind of the person at each stage?

· What are the primary relationships that will move that person forward on his/her spiritual journey?

· What is the primary barrier that will stop that person dead in his/her tracks?

· What is the primary ministry we must put in place to help that person overcome the barrier he/she faces?

We will then work with their recommended template to evaluate our existing ministries already in place and to see what new opportunities we need to develop. This is all in order to have a logical, sequential, and effective plan of Spiritual Development that will move us all forward towards spiritual maturity. 

Being a Disciple is not just being a follower – it is transforming our lives to the image of Christ for the sake of others. In our Faith Journeys we need to be continually building a trusting relationship with God. Help us help you along that journey.

Be Blessed and Be a Blessing!

Pastor Jim

Prayer for Today

Dear God, Some people try so hard to get out of debt. Due to circumstances beyond their control (economy, job loss, unexpected health problems, disabilities, disasters...etc.) or because of poor decisions (buying unnecessary items or too many items on credit, poor investments, relationships with wrong people...etc.) they find themselves in a hole that seems impossible to get out of. I pray that You will give them wisdom, direction, hope, and a way out. I pray that those who try so hard will keep on trying and finally reach their goals and come out of the stress-filled hole of debt. I pray that You will provide employment for the unemployed, medical assistance to the sick...better yet, healing for the sick and disabled. I pray for miracles. I pray for encouragement and hope. I pray for wisdom in managing the resources we have. I pray for Your help and mercy. And I thank You in the name of my precious Jesus. Amen.
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UMW News


There were four members present at the February 11th meeting , Verona George, Joyce List, Carol Jean Goddard and Carol Hickox. Apportionments and projects for the year were discussed. Girl Scout Sunday is in March. We will be serving cake, cookies, and punch. The District Spring Meeting will be held April 18, at the Aurora UMC. The cost will be $8.00 which includes lunch. Theme is Easter bonnet & attire. Marian King, the district president gave a talk on the purpose of UMW.
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Sunday School News

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE

March 1.........................................Jesus & Zacchaeus

March 8..................................................Palm Sunday

March 15...........................................The Last Supper

March 22..................................................Jesus Prays

March 29...........................................................Peter
A little three year old was having a sneezing fit in the back seat of the car, and his mother blessed him after each sneeze. After the sneezing was done and the car became quiet, we heard him mutter to himself, "Great I've got bless-you all over my seat!"


"Adult Sunday School


Classes meet each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Sunday School room. Each and every one is welcome to attend. The lessons are very modern up to date info on how people deal with their lives and relationships with God. We usually have a very lively discussion.
A Time For Decision
March 8 – Daring to Be Different
1 Peter 2: 1-10

March 15 – Godly Relationships
1 Peter 3:1-9

March 22 – Choosing to Serve
1 Peter 4:1-11

March 29 - Positively Humble

1 Peter 6:1-11

W. FARMINGTON UMC PRAYER MARKER
Recently Hospitalized: Payton Moodt (Rainbow)

Please remember our shut-ins: Dorothy Anthony, Evelyn Brown, Marian Root (Windsor House), Anna (Peg) Martin (Windsor House), Betty Stafford (Windsor House), Richard Petrik, (Cortland Healthcare) Beth Schlacht (Windsor House)
Our Friends in Need of Prayer: Melanie Albrecht; Brittany Allison; Chris Applequist; Sharon Barnhart; Charles Bartholomew; Mary Beechy; Andrius Biliunas; Hannah Bontrager, John Brandon; Dawn Bright; Melody Bundy; Ed Button; Bill Byers; Joan Chambers; Ray Chambers; Terri Chiarella; Ed Cleer; Mikey Cleer; Michelle Coakley; Rita Covert;  Shirley Cross; Jack Daughtery; Hunter Davis; Larry DeFabrizio; Laura Dowen; Tom Dowen; Jack Frederick; Cory Freeman; Diane Greathouse; Kathy Granados; Michael Hammel; Vickie Harkelrode; Dean Henry; Hershberger Family; Trisha Hientz; LeAnn Highfield; Evelyn Hill; Jordan Hillard; Barb Hurst; Chris Huth; Hariette Ingram; Kathy Jackson; Lindsey, Jarvis; Robert Klembarsky; Bart Krontz; Gary Letterle;  Rachel Marks; Blanche Marcello; Bob Matthews; Eleanor McAninch; Morgan McCauley; Wendy Metcalf; Melissa Miller; Jean Minton; Mollie Moore; Heather Newell; Justin Oliver; George Perich; Leslie Piek; Timothy Quinn, Jr.; Janet Reed; Jim Richards; Florence Satterlee: Brian Sawyer; Myra Saylor; Lorrie Schwede; Carol Smith; Middy Smith;  Elise Sprong; John Stanley; Rolly Stoll; Frank Stout; Wilma Stremel; Jim VanDervort; Susan VanDervort; Paula Venson; Gary Watts;  Chad Webb; Kathy Wireman, Paul William; Justin Woodworth; Bernie Woods; Bill Woods
-Those Serving (Active) in the Military
Mark Adams, Phil Babaduex, Josh Berg, Mychael Bulford, Lindsey Romack Canete, Felix Canete Jr., Gregory Clisby, Grant Crandall, Charles Cross, Alfonso Estades, Ken Goddard, Josh Hall,  Philip Lancaster, Andrew Lapchynski, Mark Mahon, Erik McIntosh, Daniel Nellis Jr. John Pettit, Isaac Ralston, Jim Richards Jr., Tammy Rodriguez,  Bill Stewart, Kris Stribling, Reed Sutliff, Tim Walker 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Coming Events

March 1 - Communion Sunday & BAMA Lenten Service Johnson UMC – 6 pm

March 2 – Administrative Board

7:30

March 4 - Olan Mills photo shots, makeup day. 4:30 to 8:30 pm

March 5 – Worship Team meeting 7:00 pm

March 6 – World Day of Prayer

March 7 – Roast Beef Dinner 4-6:30. See Sharon Vandervort for sign up sheet.
March 8 – Birthday’s, Anniversaries & BAFA Special Collection. BAMA Lenten Service, Bristol Church of the Brethren 6:00 pm
March 8 – Daylight Savings Begin
March 9 - Easter Eggs 9 am & 6 pm

March 12-13 – Stewardship Academy

March 12 - Girl Scout Day

March 14 – Discipleship Workshop 10:00 am – 2:00 pm, Hope Ridge UMC

March 15 – Girls Scout Sunday & Carry In Dinner. BAMA Lenten Service, N. Bloomfield Assembly of God 6:00 pm
March 16 – Easter Eggs – 9:00 am & 6:00 pm

March 20 - Spring Begins
March 21 – Discipleship Workshop 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 pm, Hope Ridge UMC

March 21 – Scrap booking with Denise. See Denise McDowell for reservations. 9:30 a.m. – 9:30 p.m. Social Hall

March 22 – One Great Hour of Sharing, Noisy Collection & COURIER DEADLINE 
BAMA Lenten Service, W. Farmington, UMC, Roger Norton, speaker, 6 pm.

March 23 – Easter Eggs 9:00 am & 6:00 pm

March 23-25 – Ministry Summit 2

March 29 – BAMA Lenten Service, Bristol UMC, Jim George Speaker, 6:00 pm

Windsor House Nursing Home Ministry every Tuesday at 10:00am

Tuesdays – Alpha Bible Study & Companions in Christ Bible Study – 6:30 p.m. church  

 

Prayer List Updates
Whenever you need prayer; we are there!

Whenever you need friends, know we care.

 

Hello All! Remember to help me with this column and send me updates for the names on this list. As you know this list also goes to those who are out of town or unable to attend church. The updates let those know more about those names so that the prayers can become more specific. Contact me by email at SharonVanDervort@aol.com, By Phone at 330 889 2481 or 330 883 8685; By mail at 4949 Old State Road


Please keep all of the names on the prayer list in your hearts and remember that we all have our silent prayers too.

The Coffee Shoppe is open on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Stop in for some coffee, good conversation and snacks.
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS

March 1......................................................John Boyk

March 1.....................................................Amy Watts

March 4...................................................Bob Stevens

March 5...........................................Mathew Stephens

March 7........................................Carol Jean Goddard

March 7............................................Leila Sieczkowski

March 8.......................................................Joyce List

March 9...................................................Joan Hickox

March 12....................................................Kim Woolf

March 14.................................................Jessie Jones

March 14.................................................Fred Klouda

March 15...............................................Jack Burbach

March 21...............................................Kristen Walsh

March 26...........................................Nicholas Lenney

March 27...............................................Shirley Cross

March 28...............................................Kristen Walsh

March 30................................................Lloyd Adams

March 31...........................................Stephanie Watts
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

March 1.........................................Bob & Joan Hickox

March 2................................Brian & Denise McDowell

March 30……………………………......Jack & Betty Burbach

March 31………………………...Elwyn & Florence Satterlee

We wish each of you a very happy and blessed birthday and anniversary. May God bless you and give you many more.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Wanted: extreme adventurers ready to trek to the E.D.G.E. - experiencing and discovering God everywhere! Would you like to spend a whole week June 8-12 camping on the edge? 

There will be extreme adventures, exciting challenges, great music and hours of fun! A sign up sheet will be on the desk in the social hall. We need to know if you can help by April 1, to give us enough time to make and purchase supplies. NEEDED: A director, assembly leader, puppeteer, Bible story leader, mission leader, craft leader & craft helper discovery time leader & helper, recreation leader & helper, snack leader & 3 or 4 helpers, four camp counselors (group leaders), four teen camp counselors, sound person, publicity leader, registration & attendance, and computer work. Please sign up or let Pastor Jim or Dorothy Cleer know. This is a wonderful outreach to our community to bring the word of God to our children. Please sign up and help us make this a success.

One Great Hour of Sharing –

 March 22, 2009

      Necessities of life include food, shelter and clothing. However, many people around the world lack these basic necessities. The One Great Hour of Sharing offering makes those necessities a reality by sharing the goodness of life with those who hurt.

      When a catastrophe occurs, your offerings to One Great of Sharing enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to reach out and ease the pain and suffering by providing humanitarian aid of food, shelter, health and peace.

      By giving to One Great Hour of Sharing, you enable UMCOR to keep the promise that 100 percent of designated gifts go to the specific causes. Unlike other mission programs, UMCOR receives no World Service or other apportionment money. This is why your faithful support of the One Great Hour of Sharing offering is crucial.

      God calls us to be the hands, heart and hope of the church for people who are suffering. Through the One Great Hour of Sharing, we enable the church to answer that call.  Remember this Special Noisy Collection on the 4th Sunday, March 22.

THANK YOU!!!

A Letter to the Congregation of West Farmington UMC

Dated January 15, 2009 

Dear Friends,


I am writing to Thank You for being one of the churches on the Western Reserve District who paid 100% of their Shared Giving Apportionments. You seem to understand that vital churches reach out into the community and world with the Love of Jesus Christ. Your faithful giving also indicates that you are aware of the fact that “The Conference” is not simply the Bishop and District Superintendent, but includes a connected team of almost 800 churches. 


In difficult economic times you have made it clear that “With God all things are possible.”  Keep up the good work of spreading the Good News.

Yours in Christ,

Larry L. Marshall, Western Reserve District Superintendent

(Note: We also received a hand written Thank You from Jessica Vargo, East Ohio Conference Treasurer, reinforcing the same sentiments from the Bishop’s office)

Alpha and Companions in Christ  Bible Studies -  It is not too late to join us for either class. Alpha explores the big life questions and Companions explores our faith journeys. Sessions start with a light dinner at 6:30pm on Tuesdays. Come and join us. See Pastor Jim.

Pictorial Directory – Olan Mills will be taking pictures again on Wednesday, March 4 from 4:30 to 8:30pm.  If you missed your time or did not get signed up in February, please sign up now.  Every participant will receive a free directory and a free 8x10 portrait. There is no cost for the setting nor is there any cost to the church.  You will have the opportunity to purchase additional portraits during your scheduled appointment time – you do not have to make a second trip. Your extended family may also participate – they will also need appointment times scheduled together. You may dress formally or casually – it’s up to you.  Please sign up as soon as possible – see Verona George with questions. 

Thank You to the West Farmington Festival Committee.

We have received a $75 check from the W.F. Festival Committee to benefit our Sunday School program. We are one of eight organizations the Committee was able to support from the proceeds of last years festival. Thank You West Farmington!!!
As you can notice this month’s issue is a little small. Thanks to Pastor Jim for sending me as much as he did otherwise the paper would have only been 1 page. This is why we need YOU for some input. Not just jokes, but articles of interest, human interest stories, anything that you would care to share with others, even a little “bragging” for a child or grandchild. This paper is only as good as YOU want it to be.
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