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 Note from the Pastor for May 2010

As I dwell on the Worship Service of this morning in which our District Superintendent, Dave Scavuzzo, was our guest speaker, I am stuck on the idea of “Holy Urgency.”  Dave did not use that term this morning, but he certainly gave us a picture of a United Methodist Church that is in need of regaining that sense of spiritual urgency.  In the District Workshops some of us attended last week, we all felt this same sense of urgency being communicated.  Once we Methodists were known as a people on fire for the Lord.  Dave’s example was that we didn’t even have to say anything as people just knew by looking at us that we were on fire for something.  My prayer is that we will regain that fire and enthusiasm that once led us to conquer the world.  We can make a difference here in this community!  Lord, light the fire!

Following is Dave’s April letter to the District in which he further expands on the gift of grace that should be lighting our path for all to see.

Be Blessed and Be a Blessing!

Pastor Jim

 Dear Friends, 

Easter has come! God has proven His love for us in that while we were yet jerks, Christ died for us. In the simplest of terms we as Christian’s celebrate that God has given all as gift in the wildest and most unpredictable forms. All is gift to those of us who know we are owed nothing, we have earned nothing and deserve nothing of God’s things. Yet in Christ He has given all. Everything in the economy of Jesus has the opportunity to fashion us into the likeness of the One Who lovingly made us and bought us. The wooing love of Christ that once whispered to your imagination that we are not alone, could not leave us there. Eventually this prevenient grace persuaded us tenderly to a moment where coaxing love became saving grace. That gift forgiveness, purity, and reconciliation with God. If that wasn’t enough that God in Christ would rescue us without any merit or work on our own, He decided He could not leave us as He found us. We believe that the gift of grace can clean, modify, transform our mind and heart as God is in the midst of shaping His masterpiece in us. The gifts we bear, the gift we are is needed in such a time as this. Best of all, there will come a day when Grace will bring us safely to see the gift of That Face for which we have longed all of our lives. This movement and journey to the heart of Jesus has calls us now into a wide open and complex and ripe mission field. It is my deepest hope that in the shadow of the Cross and the light of Easter, all entitlement will fade away. Now is the time for the gift of Jesus to be lived and proclaimed. The world dies for us to hear the clear call to lay down our lives and to die to self so that we worship and serve our risen Lord. The consequential response will be new life, fresh dreams, awakening churches, transforming ministry and God’s love to be shed abroad in this land. Once any aspect of life is seen as gift, as grace, as the undeserved, unmerited, never to be paid back gift of God, then it becomes all the more beautiful. 

Welcome then, to a place where the grace of Jesus will meet you in the fellowship of His suffering and in the triumph of His resurrection. Welcome to your mission field as you bring the gift of you to help change this broken world. Welcome to this place that will help to alter and redeem the broken parts of you. Welcome to Easter. It’s a privilege to travel this road of grace with you and to acknowledge that we will be gift to each other. 

Under Good Friday and Easter Grace, 

Dave
Prayer for the Day:

Oh Dear Lord, Thank you for your promises! Thank you for opening your arms and welcoming me to come to you, to find rest in you, to find freedom in you, to have abundant life in you. I cry out to you now for those who are heavy on my heart, for those who are going through the fire and those who are going through the valleys; for those who face difficulties and those who have come through trials and are triumphant because of you. I pray for your grace and mercy, your peace and love, your hand upon their lives. I pray for miracles and ministries. I pray that all who are weary will cry out to you and trust you. And I thank you so much for all that you have done and all that you will do. May your works and miracles in our lives be witness to the world that you are God. May you be glorified and souls be saved. In the name of Jesus I pray, Amen.

Attendance Average for 2010: 57

2010 Budget:  $84,525; $7044 per month
 March Receipts: $6437

Come grow in faith with us!

Prayer List – There are prayer cards in the pews – Please write down any additions, corrections, and updates and place in the offering. 

Adult Sunday School – Next week we study Colossians 1 (the Faithful Community Prays) to discuss the different aspects of prayer.  Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30am.  

Tuesdays - Windsor House Nursing Home Ministry, Champion, 10 am.  Come and sing some old hymns, read some scriptures, stories or devotionals, and just visit with the residents.
Tuesday Night Discussion Group - 7pm in the parsonage.  Video & discussion series – “Carpe Diem” by Tony Campolo. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study at 10 am at the parsonage.  We are looking at the Book of Habakkuk – part of the “The Minor Prophets” - Next: the Book of Zephaniah. An opportunity to see how the Old Testament is still relevant today for us.
Noisy Collection for April is for “Annie’s Guide Dog.”  Joe & Dorothy Cleer’s granddaughter, Annie, is applying for a guide dog for the autistic. The dog will be specially trained to help her in times of stress and danger due to her autism.  They have found a dog, now we need to get the training covered. Please give generously. Thank You!
Sundays – Adult Sunday School 9:30am; Children’s Sunday School during the service.  Nursery is available.  Coffee Corner Open.

WHY DO WE HIDE GOD? 
 
  How many remember the last time you ate in a terrific restaurant? For days--even weeks--whenever food or eating was mentioned you didn't hesitate to tell of your great experience at that restaurant: food, service, atmosphere. 
  How many remember last time they had a glorious week-end retreat or short vacation, and the fun and thrills they experienced, and then how many times it was mentioned in general conversations? 
  What about the last time you saw a fantastic movie and couldn't wait to tell friends and even their friends all about this most fascinating movie and what you got from that experience? 
  Do you realize that approximately 10% of the people who hear your enthusiasm about your experience will most likely go and try it for themselves. 
  Now--if we were just as enthused and talkative about our relationship with God--our blessings received--how it makes us feel---how our faith has been justified and how having this relationship has changed our lives-----think what would happen. 
  If we were this excited about God and 10% of the people who hear this would come to find out how they could experience this also---in a year's time we could overflow the sanctuary every week. Just think about this! 
  This has happened before------when John Wesley was here, there was the person called the circuit preacher. He made it around to most spots once a month, but in the interim it was the people who told others about the experience felt, seen, or heard when he was there; so that when time came for the circuit preacher to arrive again, crowds had increased. Maybe this is what our church needs now------Think about it! Then "just do it" ! ! 
UMW NEWS

There were six members present at the April 14, 2010 meeting; Joyce List, Carol Jean Goddard, Carol Hickox, Judy DeFabrizio, Dorothy Cleer, & Mary Fasulo. Joyce led us in our Bible readings and devotions. Several ladies will be attending the luncheon at Windsor, and the district meeting at Otterbein. Pastor Jim came and spoke to us about our debt. We are paid to date on the insurance and pension. We voted to pay the money we are in the rears from the profit on the Easter eggs.( We made a total of 13,859 eggs this year.) This will bring us up to date, but we are operating in the red each month. We could be facing a part time Minister, or being yoked with another Church in the area. We held our first meeting of our new compass group for the younger women of our Church. We had three attend. Renee Stevens led us in a card craft, we had light snacks, and Verona led the group in devotions. We hope to see more young women at the next meeting.

Adult Sunday School
Teachings of the Church on Community

May 02 – Lesson 9
A Faithful Community Prays

May 09 – Lesson 10
A Discerning Community

May 16 – Lesson 11 
A Chosen Community

May 23 – Lesson 12
A Welcoming Community

May 30 – Lesson 13
A Community at Risk

UP-COMING GREETERS
5/2   
Kathy G & Starr Spangler

5/9  
Joe & Dorothy

5/16  
Ken & Kim

5/23   
Ann & Janie

5/30  
Bob & Joanie

Note:  If you can not greet on the date requested, please call Janie @ 330-889-2704
INTERNATIONAL NURSES DAY

Nurses Week begins on May 6th and ends on May 12th (Florence Nightingale's birthday) which has been designated as International Nurses Day. This week is celebrated to recognize the contributions that nurses and nursing makes to the community.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Coming Events
May 1
Roast Beef Dinner 4-6:30.  Volunteers & pies needed.  Bring a friend to dinner!

May 2
Communion Sunday

May 3
Church Council – 7:30pm at the church

May 6
Worship Team – 7pm at the church

May 9
Mother’s Day – BAFM Special Collection



Mother’s Day Breakfast 9 am church

May 12
UMW meeting – 10am at the church

May 16
UMW Sunday and Carry-In Luncheon

May 20
Missions Committee meeting – 7pm at the church

May 23
Pentecost Sunday, Noisy Collection Sunday

May 30
Memorial Day Sunday

May 31
Memorial Day Service and Parade

Jun 7-11 Vacation Bible School (VBS), 9-11:30am – helpers needed!

SCRAP BOOKING

ALL Day scrapbooking crop. 

Fri May 14th,  10-10 pm at the church..

Digital class at the church 

Fri June 18th 5:30-10:30pm 


All day crop at the church 

Sat June 19th 9:30am-9:30pm
MAY ANNIVERSARIES
May 2

Kevin & Manida York
May 7

Larry & Judy DeFabrizio
May 17
Adam & Kristen Gilbert
May 29
Jim & Peg Martin
May 31
Bill & Joyce List
MAY BIRTHDAYS

May 2

Marcie Rester
May 6

Betty Rowland
Milly Largen (In Memory)

May 8

Ethan Davenport
May 11
Betty Burbach
May 12
Matthew Bontrager
May 12
Dale Kuhn
May 21
John Boyk
May 21
Kayla Zabrosky
May 30
Tyler Watts
MAY FLOWER:
Lily of the Valley and Hawthorne
MAY BIRTHSTONE:
Emerald
W. FARMINGTON UMC PRAYER MARKER 

April 25, 2010
Card Showers:

Cards are always welcome! If you haven’t sent one yet here are the addresses
Lyle Hickox



2751 B Road



Grand Junction, Colo.  81501

Holly Fusselman Walker


C/o: KC Fusselman

P.O. Box 33

West Farmington, Ohio   44491

Recently Hospitalized: 
Special Needs: Marion Root family
Remember our shut-ins:

Dorothy Anthony --  Betty Klouda --   

Ann (Peg) Martin  – Richard Petrick —Marjorie Heil

Mary Beechy


Jimmy Lang

Andrius Biliunas

Betty Len

Mary Ellen Blaha

Joe Len

Esther Burr 


Donna Long

Jeff Cape


Max Mansfield

Joan Chambers 


Blanche Marcello

Ray Chambers


Chase McCollum

Matt Chandler


Ellie Musial

Ed Cleer


Rick Padavan

Michael Cleer


Kim Park

Michael Cross


Kyle Quinn Jr.

Ray Cross


Kim Roseblossom

Shirley Cross


Ron Saxion

Sherry Desenberg

Elise Sprong

Haley Dorshock


Brenda Stauffer

Angela Foft


Julie Sternagle

Adam Gilbert


Jim VanDervort

Jackie Gingerich

Holly Fusselman

Kathy Granados


Gary Watts

Diane Greathouse 

Chad Webb

Christine Hall


Brittany Williams

Joannie Hickox


Justin Woodworth

Evelyn Hinkle


Kate Woodworth

Margaret Klinger

Richard Yocum 

Recently Added: Doug Byers



13 years old; suspected cancer

Please note we have started the prayer list over for 2010. To ensure that any names you have placed on the list are retained please let Pastor Jim know their name, status/condition and your name. Cards are in the pews. You can also email any prayer requests to jgeorge004@neo.rr.com
There will be a special Mother’s Day breakfast at the church on Sunday May 9, 2010. The breakfast will be in memory of Betty Stafford who gave a donation to the UMW. Please join us for a Mother’s Day breakfast before worship. 

Memorial Day Service

Memorial Day is on Monday, May 31, 2010. V.F.W. Post 7200 will conduct their 

annual Memorial service for veterans at the village cemetery on Route 88. There will be a program at the church starting 10:00am. Following the program the parade will step off at 11:00am. Any members of the Military currently serving who may be home on leave are welcome to join us. We thank the community for their past support.  Please keep the veterans and those currently serving in your prayers. 
Bruce Vogler, Sr. Vice Commander

Active Military 

Army:

Mark Adams; Josh Berg; Bill Stewart; Lindsey Romack Canete; Felix Canete Jr.; Gregory Clisby; Isaac Ralston; Ken Goddard; Josh Hall; Philip Lancaster; Mark Mahon; Tammy Rodriguez; Reed Sutliff; Justin Loza; Anthony Wojtonek;

Navy:

Kris Stribling: Tim Walker

Air Force:

Mychael Bulford; Grant & Hayley Crandall; Erik McIntosh; A.J. Musial; Brian Hray

Marine:

Phil Rabadeux; Kris & Cory Reed; Daniel Nellis Jr.; 

Army Reserves:

Charles Cross; 

Marine Reserves:

Ryan Romack;

MI National Guard:

Jim Richards Jr.; 

Coast Guard:

Alfonso Estades

  MILITARY REPORT 
 
  As you are aware of--all our military people are mentioned in the Courier and also in our weekly bulletin at frequent intervals so that prayers can be said for them for their safe-keeping till they are back home in the arms of their loved ones. 
  So, I would like to change my report to concentrate on a few service men or women on a more frequent basis so you can get a fuller picture of these special people who are now, have been, or are about to lay their lives on the line everyday for our freedoms. 
  The first---just starting his time in service. Ryan Romack (son of Vic & Doreen Romack, niece of Carol Goddard) is a college student who belongs to the Marine Reserves, part of the 'grunt' squad, just starting on the bottom rung of the military ladder. He has finished up a 2-week active training at Quantico, VA--came home for a few days to say goodbyes to family and friends. On May 1 he deployed to Camp Pendelton, CA for a 4-month intensive training to prepare for a tour in Afghanistan starting in August, 2010 and will be there for several months. We see and hear every day on the news about conditions there. He is young, excited to embark on a new part of his career, looking forward to new experiences of life in the military, yet knowing he will surely suffer many moments of doubts and insecurities; but never-the-less is going on with his desire to serve his country. 
  The second---a man with quite some years under his belt, also a Marine. He is Phil Rabadeux (grandson-in-law to Cliff & Eileen Belden) who has been in the Marine Corps for 9 years. He has served 2 tours in Iraq plus moving about within the U. S. and other places. He met and married Amanda Belden (also military) and she subsequently returned to civilian status to start a family---resulting in the birth of a beautiful new son named Waylon who is now a very active 6-month old. 
  He is presently stationed at Camp LeJune, N.C.,. returning there after a 6-week intensive training at 29 Palms in California in preparation for deployment to Afghanistan before Christmas 2010. 
  He is proceeding up the rungs of the ladder as a career military man---still with the great desire to serve and protect his country. 
  The third----a career soldier in the Army who has 17 years of service behind him and moving towards the time of retirement. He is Philip Lancaster (son of Karen Schwartz, grandson of the late Garrett & Juanita Greene). To name a few, he has served tours in Afghanistan, Haiti, Korea, Kosovo, Panama, and Egypt, but has served for a total of 5 tours of duty in Iraq. He has been severly wounded on 2 separate incidents causing much concern for his family. He has told them that he often felt the power of prayers during his times of great need. 
  He is married, has lovely wife Michelle and 2 beautiful daughters Jocelyn and Julie with him. He has recently received a very high honor,. the Order of St. Maurice award---presented to him in front of 400 of his fellow soldiers. Not many of these awards are given and so he shares this honor with General Colin Powell (former Sec. of State for Pres. G. W. Bush). He says it was a proud but also humbling event.  General Petraeus has also used Philip as an example when he addressed the 82nd Airborne Division with reference to Philip's leadership abilities. 
  After 17 years of serving in many hazardous areas, he has been transferred to Lakeland , FL where he will be teaching ROTC in a local college setting, a deserving reward for his many years of loyal and honorable service. A place where he will be able to continue his service to God and community, which he has managed to do throughout his many areas of military service, He is very active in his church and now has a bus ministry, picking up children and transporting them to church so they can know and grow in the love of Christ. He also adds to this by playing on a community softball team. 
  His mother says she is so proud of all he has accomplished during his career, but even without any of these, she would still be just as proud because he knows God. 
 
  Carol Goddard 
Armed Forces Day
"United in Strength"
Saturday, May 15, 2010
Armed Forces Day is a day to recognize and honor the military forces in your nation. Nations throughout the world participate in observing this day.
Originally each branch of the ROC military was remembered on separate occasions: Air Force Day on August 14th, Military Police Day on December 12th, or "Double Twelfth Day," and Army Day on July 7th, or "Double Seventh Day." Though each holiday celebrated an illustrious history of service, the Ministry of National Defense felt that there should be an "Armed Forces Day" to honor the military as a collective body. 

Church Rummage Sale
The West Farmington United Methodist Church will be holding a Rummage Sale during the Farmington community sales again this year! They will be accepting donations for the rummage sale. I have it on good authority that the rummage sale will be held at the end of June. More information will be submitted next month such as dates and times that items can be dropped off at the church. All items EXCEPT clothing will be taken.
Poetry Corner
If you have a favorite poem or would like to submit a poem you wrote yourself please email me the information to wfchurchnews@aol.com
My Mother’s Hands
They always looked so worn and rough,

yet oh so tender with the touch.

My Mother’s hands were not like mine 

so soft and silky and so fine,

nor like my Grandma’s hand so kind,

with spots and veins that intertwined.

Then when as young as I could be

I noticed what became of me.

My hands so fine and silky soft 

felt the winds of time aloft,

and Cherub hands held in my clutch

were soft and fine and loved so much.

Mine soon became like Mother’s hands

I knew they felt like grains of sands

I sometime felt they were not mine,

cause mine should be so soft and fine,

and Mother’s hands so rough and worn

then came to be like Gram’s - forlorn

And then the hands that wiped my tears

were old, and drawn and weak from years,

and Gram’s dear hands so old and dear,

well, they were just no longer near.

My Grandma’s hands have gone to sleep

beneath the dust of times, we weep.

My hands are still not soft and fine,

yet still they stand the test of time.

And when our hands have gone to rest, 

will soft and fine be considered best?

Or will the rough and truly worn,

         be deemed worthy, and thus adorned.

By Milly Largen
ANNIE'S SERVICE DOG

Finding a service dog has been an up and down process. We first applied to Canine Companions. After going through the process and being assured she would probably be accepted, she was turned down. They do not accept children until they are eight years old, Annie is ten, but she poked the dogin the nose during the interview, so they thought she may be too young and they needed to teach her to not poke the dog. They were told they could reapply in one year.  They were also given the name of East Coast Service Dogs out of Connecticut. They applied there and after another five months they received a letter stating that Annie was too old for what they trained their dogs for. Everyone was so heartbroken including her school. These places were not in God's plan. Things are moving along in a different direction. Annie's school bus driver knew of a lady who breeds black labs to be trained for service dogs. Her teacher found a lady who trains service dogs. They are breeding a liter of puppies to have the traits that Annie's dog will need. The trainer will work with all the puppies to find the one best suited to Annie. She has the pick of the liter. They should have the puppy this fall. The whole family will go through an extensive two year training. The dog then must pass the test to be certified as a service dog. The dog will help with Annie's physical as well as emotional needs. Service dogs are no longer just for the deaf and blind. They are amazing animals and trainers and are assisting with so many different dissabilities.  We are so grateful to all who have donated, attended sewing classes, bought cookies, dog bones, and gave to the noisy collection. Annie's school is planning a Chinese Auction. Your generosity is amazing. Thank-you and God Bless you all!  The family of Sheyanne Stauffer.

JOKES THAT CAN BE TOLD IN CHURCH

A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running as fast as she could, trying not to be late for Bible class. As she ran she prayed, 'Dear Lord, please don't let me be late! Dear Lord, please don't let me be late!' 
While she was running and praying, she tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty and tearing her dress. She got up, brushed herself off, and started running again! As she ran she once again began to pray, 'Dear Lord, please don't let me be late...but please don't shove me either!' 
A Different Drug Problem

This letter has circled the internet and was sent to me to put into the newsletter. The other day, someone at a store in our town, read that a methamphetamine lab had been found in an old farmhouse in the adjoining county and he asked me a rhetorical question “Why didn’t we have a drug problem when you and I were growing up?”

I replied I had a drug problem when I was young: I was drug to church on Sunday morning. I was drug to church for weddings and funerals. I was drug to family reunions and community socials no matter the weather. 

I was drug by my ears if I was disrespectful to adults. I was also drug to the woodshed when I disobeyed my parents, told a lie, brought home a bad report card, did not speak with respect, spoke ill of the teacher or the preacher, or if I didn’t put forth my best effort in everything that was asked of me. 

I was drug to the kitchen sink to have my mouth washed out with soap if I uttered a profanity. I was drug out to pull weeds in moms garden and flower beds and cockleburs out of dads fields. I was drug to the homes of family and friends and neighbors to help out some poor soul who had no one to mow the yard, repair the clothesline, or chop some firewood, and, if mother had ever known that I took a single dime as a tip for this kindness, she would have drug me back to the woodshed. 

Those drugs are still in my veins and they affect my behavior in everything I do, say and think. They are stronger than cocaine, crack or heroin; and if today’s children had this kind of drug problem, America would be a better place. 

God Bless the parents who drugged us.


        A Concerned Citizen 

SHOP THE LOCAL STORES!

The Farmington Hardware reopened on February15, 2010. The address is the same: 
192 Second Street.

330 889 2222.

The hardware is owned and operated by Robert Detweiler and his wife Nancy. They live here in Farmington with their five children; David, Eli, Martha, Allen Ray, and Aaron.  

I visited the hardware to talk to Robert about his supply of products and the prices compared to that of the traditional “big box” stores or other department stores. 


Robert is trying to beat the big box stores prices as much as possible and even if it is a few cents more you will still be ahead when you figure in your cost of gas to go to Warren or Middlefield! 


The hardware carries plumbing supplies, nuts, bolts and tools along with weed eater supplies. Seeds are also available as well as pest deterrents like Sevin Dust. Additionally, there will be a shipment of various vegetable and flower plants available so check out Robert’s store before you go to WalMart or Lowes or even a greenhouse.   

The shelves are lined so nicely with his wares. To name all of the goods would be impossible but you get the picture!


The hardware has also branched out into bulk foods such as flour, sugar, spices, pie ingredients, candy and snacks as well as canning supplies. 

The foods are shipped in huge quantities and repackaged at the store which allows for greater discounts for us; the shoppers!

So Save Your Gas and Shop Local!

Let’s try to bring Farmington back to the vibrant town that it once was! The only way we can accomplish that is to have more successful businesses in town. Visit Robert at the hardware the next time you need something or just stop in to see what he has. I have a feeling you’ll be back!
Contact Sharon VanDervort at Wfchurchnews@aol.com if you have an idea for a good article, topic, story or idea for our newsletter. I can also be reached at 330 – 979 – 9314.
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Newsletter Staff


Pastor Jim George       330-889-3345					Adult Sunday School 	  9:30 am


Dorothy Cleer             330-889-2146					Church Services 	      	10:30 am


Joyce List                    440-548-2618					Children’s Sunday School 10:30 am


Carol Jean Goddard    330-889-0022


Sharon VanDervort     330-979-9314
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