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KIDS CLUB COMING IN SEPTEMBER AT WEST FARMINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.  AN AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM FOR K-5TH GRADES, STARTING SEPT. 13TH,  AND EVERY MONDAY FROM 3:30--5:30 P.M.  ACTIVITIES WILL INCLUDE:  SNACK TIME, RECREATIONAL TIME, CRAFT/HOMEWORK TIME AND A BIBLE LESSON.  JR. & SR. HIGH STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO COME AND HELP.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!  We have a basic team, but we need lots of volunteers to help in all areas. Even if you can only help once a month, it will be a big deal for the success of the program. Call Judy Richards (330-638-9544) to help.

RALLY DAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH
FOR THE WEST FARMINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.
THIS WILL BE AN OUTDOOR CHURCH SERVICE

AT 10:30 A.M. AT CLEER'S LAKE,

7166 GIRDLE ROAD, ( FOLLOW THE SIGNS.)

A PICNIC WILL FOLLOW: MEAT AND DRINKS SUPPLIED, PLEASE BRING A COVERED DISH AND JOIN US.

THERE WILL ALSO BE FISHING, GAMES AND A HAYRIDE.

September Liturgists

9/5 

Carol Goddard

9/12 

Denise McDowell

9/19 

Gary & Larisa Letterle

9/26 

Betty Rowland

PECANS IN THE CEMETERY

On the outskirts of a small town, there was a big, old pecan tree just inside the cemetery fence. One day, two boys filled up a bucketful of nuts and sat down by the tree, out of sight, and began dividing the nuts.

'One for you, one for me. One for you, one for me' said one boy.. Several dropped and rolled down toward the fence.

Another boy came riding along the road on his bicycle. As he passed, he thought he heard voices from inside the cemetery. He slowed down to investigate. Sure enough, he heard, 'One for you, one for me. One for you, one for me..'

He just knew what it was.. He jumped back on his bike and rode off. Just around the bend he met an old man with a cane, hobbling along.

'Come here quick,' said the Boy, 'you won't believe what I heard! Satan and the Lord are down at the cemetery dividing up the souls.'

The man said, 'Beat it kid, can't you see it's hard for me to walk.' When the boy insisted though, the man hobbled slowly to the cemetery.

Standing by the fence they heard , 'One for you, one for me. One for you, one for me.'

The old man whispered, 'Boy, you've been tellin' me the truth. Let's see if we can see the Lord..'

Shaking with fear, they peered through the fence, yet were still unable to see anything. The old man and the boy gripped the wrought iron bars of the fence tighter and tighter as they tried to get a glimpse of the Lord.

At last they heard, 'One for you, one for me. That's all. Now, let's go get those nuts by the fence and we'll be done.'

They say the old man made it back to town a full five minutes ahead of the kid on the bike.

SMILE, God Loves you!
LABOR DAY
The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City, in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union. The Central Labor Union held its second Labor Day holiday just a year later, on September 5, 1883. 

In 1884 the first Monday in September was selected as the holiday, as originally proposed, and the Central Labor Union urged similar organizations in other cities to follow the example of New York and celebrate a "workingmen's holiday" on that date. The idea spread with the growth of labor organizations, and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in many industrial centers of the country. 

Our Military

Army:

Mark Adams; Josh Berg; Bill Stewart; Lindsey Romack Canete; Felix Canete Jr.;

Gregory Clisby; Isaac Ralston; Ken Goddard; Josh Hall; Philip Lancaster;

Mark Mahon; Tammy Rodriguez; Reed Sutliff; Justin Loza; Anthony Wojtonek;

Navy:

Kris Stribling: Tim Walker

Air Force:

Mychael Bulford; Grant & Hayley Crandall; Erik McIntosh; A.J. Musial; Brian Hray

Marine:

Phil Rabadeux; Kris & Cory Reed; Daniel Nellis Jr.;

Army Reserves:

Charles Cross;

Marine Reserves:

Ryan Romack;

MI National Guard:

Jim Richards Jr.;

Coast Guard:

Alfonso Estades
W. Farmington UMC Prayer Marker – Aug 29, 2010

Recently Hospitalized:  

Wayne York (VA Hosp), 

Justine Rennolds Pickett (Clev. Clinic)
Please Remember our Shut-ins:

Dorothy Anthony        Betty Klouda        Anna (Peg) Martin

Marjorie Heil               Richard Petrick

Susan Ardlen                                       Dale Hickox

Issac Atkins                                         Evelyn Hinkle

Mary Beach                                         Donna Hites

Andrius Biliunas                                 Jesse Jilg

Mary Ellen Blaha                                Lynda Kane

Keith Brown                                        Margaret Klinger

Esther Burr                                          Frank Koberna

Doug Byers                                         Jimmy Lang

Jeff Cape                                             Blanche Marcello

Joan Chambers                                    Chase McCollum

Ray Chambers                                     Leann Miller
Matt Chandler                                      Ellie Musial

Eddie Chiudioni                                   Rick Padavan

Darla Cleer                                           Kim Park

Ed Cleer                                               Kim Roseblossom

Michael Cleer                                      JJ Scrmuzzi

Michael Cross                                     Elise Sprong

Ray Cross                                           Tootsie Stephens

Shirley Cross                                      Julie Sternagle

Sherry Desenberg                               Holly Fusselman Walker

Haley Dorshock                                 Gary Watts

Allie Fisher                                        Chad Webb

Beau Freeman                                    Brittany Williams

Diane Fuess                                        Justin Woodworth

Jackie Gingerich                                 Kate Woodworth

Diane Greathouse                               Richard Woolf

Kathy Granados                                  Richard Yocum

Katherine (Cleer) Heikle

Mark your Calendar for September 2010

-- Sundays –
Adult Sunday School 9:30am; 
Children’s Sunday School during the service. 
Nursery is available. 
Coffee Corner Open before and after Worship.

Tuesdays Windsor House Nursing Home Worship Service – 10-11am.

Wednesdays Bible & Discussion Group – 7pm at the parsonage.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for SEPTEMBER
4 - Roast Beef Dinner 4-6:30

5 - Communion

6 - Labor Day Holiday

7 - Windsor House Nursing Home 10am

7 - Trustees at 7:00pm; Church Council at 7:30pm

8 - UMW at 10am; BAMA at 9am at Bristol UMC

9 - Worship Team at 7pm

11 - Lay Speaking Training

12 - RALLY DAY & PICNIC AT CLEER'S LAKE; BAFM Special

     Collection                                   

14 - Windsor House 10am

16 - Mission's Team mtg at 7pm

18 - Lay Speaker Training

19 - FREE Pancake Breakfast, 9-10:15am 

21 - Windsor House 10am

26 - Noisy Collection for SomePlace Safe

28 - Windsor House 10am

29 - PPR Comm. meets with DS, 7pm at Southington UMC

Looking Ahead:

Oct 4 - Charge Conference at 7pm at Southington UMC

Oct 17 - Laity Sunday

FREE

Pancake Breakfast

Open to the Community on Sun. Sept. 19

9:00 – 10:15 a.m.

Invite a Friend/neighbor to breakfast and stay for church
Poetry Corner

If you have a favorite poem or would like to submit a poem you wrote yourself; please email me the information to wfchurchnews@aol.com
September
In the air a subtle difference, a cooling of an ever hot season
Crimson colors creeping still barely we perceive

Summer flair now dying perhaps without farewell

Sow & reap the harvest is what we often tell

Short lived magnificence the earth is all adorned,

Gently changing brilliance with each and every morn

Autumn taking foothold to make itself well known

Out doing summer sunshine with a style all its OWN!
Milly Largen

Monthly Spaghetti Dinner

On the fourth Saturday of every month the West Farmington Fire

Department Ladies Auxiliary holds a Spaghetti dinner as a fundraiser for the Farmington Fire Department. Please support these

hardworking men and women who continually give of their time to

raise money for the fire department.

Support your local Fire Department!
How well do you know your community?

1) Approximately how many people reside within a five mile radius of W. Farmington?

a. Less than 5000

b. 5000 – 7,500

c. 7,500-10,000

d. 10,000-20,000

e. more than 20,000

2) Over the next five years, how is the population projected to change in a four mile radius of W. Farmington?

a. Decrease by more than 1%

b. Stay about the same (within 1%)

c. Increase 1-5%

d. Increase 6-10%

e. Increase more than 10%

3) What is the average annual household income for those families within a five mile radius of W. Farmington?

a. Less than $25,000

b. $25,000 – 50,000

c. $50,000 – 75,000

d. $75,000 – 100,000

e. More than $100,000

4) What percent of that population within a five mile radius of W. Farmington DO NOT have a faith involvement?

a. 10%

b. 20%

c. 30%

d. 40%

e. 50%

This self evaluation process also starts with knowing yourself. How do you think you did with the above quiz?  Based on the latest demographic data, the answers are: 

1) B – 5036 people live within 4 miles of our church. 

2) B – that population is expected to grow just 0.8% in the next 5 years. 

3) C – the average household annual income in our area is $61,004.  

4) C – 30% of those 5036 or 1511 people have absolutely no church affiliation. 

Yea, I gave you-all this quiz last year.  But we are being challenged to look closer at our community and based upon the actual numbers identify an area(s) of our surrounding population that is not being reached by our current programs/ministries.

Without doing a lot of number crunching, we have already identified two major areas in which we need to do more outreach – our children and their mothers.  Along that vane, we are starting an After School program (Kidz Klub) and a new Women’s Group. You’ll see & hear more about both in the coming days/weeks/months. But what other major population groups aren’t we reaching.  The biggest single group is those who are totally unchurched. How do we reach them – that is the 64 thousand dollar question.  Give us your ideas. We don’t want to be fixated on the numbers other than the one that reports the number of people brought to Christ. 

We all know that the world is changing faster and faster and nothing seems to stay the same.  But when it comes to our faith we rely on traditions that have been around for hundreds of years. Our Scriptures, creeds, and sacraments are the unchanging foundations of our faith.  But other aspects of our faith need to change with the times. One of those changes that we put into place this past year is the electronic projection system where we are able to see the readings, Scriptures, and hymns on an eight foot screen. I look forward to exploring other uses, too.  

Our attendance (and consequently our receipts) continues to stay flat or to have even dropped off a little this past year. That was not the type of change that we were looking for.  Someone has said that if we keep on doing the same thing, we will continue to get the same results. That is, if we want different results, we must change something. We do not want to change things just for the sake of change, but only after carefully looking at our strengths and weaknesses and then choosing what we think will help us.  That is what we hope the new projection system will do – give us more options in how we can provide a meaningful worship experience.  The Kidz Klub will give us access to more of our children. A second option for the women to gather will reach more.  What other programs/ministries should we be looking at?

WOW! That is a lot of people who do not go to church!  So what do we need to do differently to attract some of those people?  Maybe it is not a change but something that we just need to continue to do more of. That would be “sharing our faith.”  How have you let people know what a difference God makes in your life?  Word-of-mouth is still the number one method of spreading the Good News.   Don’t keep the Good News of God’s love a secret – pass it on!

Be Blessed and Be a Blessing!

Pastor Jim

Today’s Prayer:

Dear God, I praise You and want to thank You for the beauty of Your creation. Thank you for so many precious, beautiful, awesome blessings...of a baby's innocent and wide eyes looking up through wispy eyelashes; a child's loving embrace; a cool and fresh green leaf; a beautiful butterfly lighting upon a sweet-smelling flower; a trickling stream of water pushing up through the earth; the smell of fresh rain on a hot day; the sound of nature's symphony of birds singing, crickets chirping, bees buzzing, raindrops falling on trees and ground, wind blowing through trees; laughter; blue skies; calming valley views and breathtaking sky-scapes. There is so much to appreciate and enjoy. I'm thankful. You are awesome and Your very works bring glory and praise to You, dear God. Thank You my Creator and sustainer, in Jesus' name, amen.

FACEBOOK VOTE RESULTS

What is your Favorite Hymn?

More than 1,500 people recently responded to this question on

 The United Methodist Church’s official Facebook page. 
Favorite Hymns

1. Here I Am, Lord

2. How Great Thou Art

3. Amazing Grace
4. Hymn of Promise
5. In the Garden
6. Lord of the Dance
7. It is Well with My Soul
8. Be Thou My Vision
9. Great is Thy Faithfulness
10. Blessed Assurance; Because He Lives (tie)

11. The Old Rugged Cross
12. Holy, Holy, Holy!
13. O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
14. Spirit Song

15. Victory in Jesus

16. Pass it On

17. What a Friend We Have in Jesus
18. Christ the Lord is Risen Today
19. Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore

20. Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee; Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Looking Up

By Sharon VanDervort

9/11

Few other numbers bring about such images

Terrorists attack our great nation

And people were looking up.

Looking up in horrification at the hate that oozed from the assault

Looking up for inspiration to make some sort of reasoning in an unreasonable situation

New York was first

Looking up at massive buildings burning from the middle

As flames licked the iconic twins.

They were looking up

From the buildings to the planeless, jetless, blue sky

Washington DC

Pentagon

The people of the nation’s capital were looking up

Many citizens from there to Pennsylvania

Were looking up

Hearing the plane that should not be in the sky

They were looking up

Finally 

America comes together as one

Looking up

Looking away

Looking there

Sadness overwhelms them

Looking no where

Looking somewhere

Looking anywhere

Searching

Looking

UP

Looking down in desperation 

Looking side to side for validation 

Looking up for motivation

Looking up in expectation

Looking up.







