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NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
LENTEN THOUGHTS

Lent is not just about fasting and self-denial. It is an inward journey that can be very rewarding. I know God in two ways - through my own personal experience and through the community of His love, the Church. I experience the journey that the Church makes on its yearly pilgrimage to the Mystery of our faith, "Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again." I also experience the personal thirst and hunger that Lent beckons me to feel. 


My prayer life has grown deeper through this Lenten sojourn. So deep, in fact, that I am finding myself beginning to understand just a hint of what Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross and Teresa of Lisieux have written of the spiritual journey. There has been a death this week in our faith community. It is a death that has forced me to think of the "dark night of the soul," about being immersed - in the darkness - in the immensity and the intimacy of God like a fish in the sea. It has made me reflect deeply on Psalm 22, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me...?" and on Isaiah 43, "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine..." 


Be not afraid. Fear not. Come follow me. Let me "know" you. Know me! 


For a strengthening and deepening of your prayer life and your faith, start doing some regular disciplined reading of the Psalms. Soak yourself in them. Get to know, like David, the Shepherd who can be found in them.

Be Blessed and Be a Blessing!

Pastor Jim

Prayer for today:

Grant us, Almighty God, the comfort of your grace. Though we deserve to face the consequences of our unworthy words and deeds, be merciful to us when we turn to you. Bring us to rejoicing through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.
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UMW News


There were six members present at the March 11th meeting. Verona George, Claudia York, Carol Hickox, Judy DeFabrizio, Dorothy Cleer, & Renee Stevens. Verona reported on the officers meeting and UMW district president Marian Kings talk last month. She spoke on the Purpose of United Methodist Women. "The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church."


The committees for this years projects are:

Festival Salad Bar: Mary Fasulo & Joyce List

Funeral Dinners: Carol Hickox

Fall Luncheon: Carol Hickox

Mrs Claus' Closet: Judy DeFabrizio & Dorothy Cleer

Valentine's Dinner: still needed

Easter Eggs:  still needed


Verona reported the apportionments have been paid to date and that we owe around $14,000.00 towards pastor's insurance and pension. We will give $2000.00 towards this debt.


The district UMW meeting will be April 18th in Aurora with an Easter bonnet theme. 

[image: image17.jpg]


Sunday School News

We have started our new spring lessons. The children have been studying about Zacchaeus, and are learning about how Jesus gave himself for each one of us. We are averaging about 5-6 children a week. If you know a child of grade school age, please invite them to attend. We hope to see more children attend. The lessons for April are:

April 5........................................Jesus' trial

April 12....................................Jesus Lives!

April 19...............................Emmaus Road

April 26................The Great Commission


"Adult Sunday School


Classes meet each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Sunday School room. Each and every one is welcome to attend. The lessons are very modern up to date info on how people deal with their lives and relationships with God. We usually have a very lively discussion.
A Time For Concern
April 5 – Finding God’s Purpose (Palm Sunday)
2 Peter 1:3-15

April 12 – The Suffering, Submissive Savior (Easter)
1 Peter 2:13-14, 19-25

April 19 – Do Not Be Deceived
2 Peter 2:1-10, 17-19

April 26 – A New World Coming
2 Peter 3:3-5, 7-15a, 17-18

W. FARMINGTON UMC PRAYER MARKER
Recently Hospitalized: Payton Moodt (Rainbow)

Please remember our shut-ins: Dorothy Anthony, Evelyn Brown, Marian Root (Windsor House), Anna (Peg) Martin (Windsor House), Betty Stafford (Windsor House), Richard Petrik, (Cortland Healthcare) Beth Schlacht (Windsor House)
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Our Friends in Need of Prayer: Melanie Albrecht; Brittany Allison; Chris Applequist; Michael Arndt; Sharon Barnhart; Charles Bartholomew; Mary Beechy; Andrius Biliunas; Hannah Bontrager,  Dawn Bright; Melody Bundy; Ed Button; Bill Byers; Joan Chambers; Ray Chambers; Terri Chiarella; Ed Cleer; Mikey Cleer; Michelle Coakley; Rita Covert; Ray Cross; Shirley Cross; Jack Daughtery; Hunter Davis; Larry DeFabrizio; Laura Dowen; Tom Dowen; Jack Frederick; Cory Freeman; Diane Greathouse; Kathy Granados; Michael Hammel; Vickie Harkelrode; Dean Henry; Hershberger Family; Trisha Hientz; LeAnn Highfield; Jordan Hillard; Barb Hurst; Chris Huth; Hariette Ingram; Kathy Jackson; Lindsey, Jarvis; Robert Klembarsky; Bart Krontz; Largen Family; Rachel Marks; Blanche Marcello; Bob Matthews; Eleanor McAninch; Morgan McCauley; Wendy Metcalf; Linda Miller; Melissa Miller; Jean Minton; Mollie Moore; Bill Multby; Heather Newell; Justin Oliver; Rick Padavan; George Perich; Leslie Piek; Timothy Quinn, Jr.; Kathryn Raszkowski; Janet Reed; Brian Sawyer; Myra Saylor; Lorrie Schwede; George Slusher Family; Carol Smith; Middy Smith;  Elise Sprong; John Stanley; Delores “Tootsie” Stephens; Frank Stout; Wilma Stremel; Jim VanDervort; Susan VanDervort; Paula Venson; Gary Watts;  Chad Webb; Paul William; Justin Woodworth; Bernie Woods; Bill Woods
-Those Serving (Active) in the Military
Mark Adams, Phil Babaduex, Josh Berg, Mychael Bulford, Lindsey Romack Canete, Felix Canete Jr., Gregory Clisby, Grant Crandall, Charles Cross, Alfonso Estades, Ken Goddard, Josh Hall,  Philip Lancaster, Andrew Lapchynski, Mark Mahon, Erik McIntosh, Daniel Nellis Jr. John Pettit, Isaac Ralston, Jim Richards Jr., Tammy Rodriguez,  Bill Stewart, Kris Stribling, Reed Sutliff, Tim Walker 
MILIATARY UPDATES:


U. S. Army Pfc Ken Goddard (grandson of Carol Goddard) is stationed in Iraq and due to go to Germany in couple of months, but his unit is awaiting orders to go to Afghanistan. So most likely he may have a brief and maybe none at all visit with his family before being shipped out again. But, I guess that is life in the military.


Sr. Master Sgt. A. J. Musial (son of Andy and Ellie Musial) though in the reserves, is again overseas for our country.  This time he is in Qatar. He will be there for a few months. He has 8 planes that he is responsible for (maintenance wise) and supervises 20 people on his shift. They are sent out at all hours of the day or night going all over the Middle East. These planes are ones flying actual combat missions, everything from moving people and equipment to evacuating the wounded out of "hot zones". The British Royal Air Force and the Australian Air Force are there too with minimal interaction, but a lot of swapping for needed parts or tools The Australian Air Force. guys seem pretty nice and they all talk like “Crocodile Dundee”.


U. S. Army Captain Lindsey Canete (great niece of Carol Goddard) is stationed in Kelsu, Iraq. headquarters of 172 D- Infantry Unit. Her entire unit was recently awarded a combat service patch and the unit's nickname is the "Blackhawks", so the special patch is a combination of OIF (Operation Iraq Freedom) and the unit name “Blackhawks”. This patch is to be worn on their uniform. They had a special celebration with pictures of the unit surrounding a Blackhawk Helicopter, which she e-mailed home to her parents Vic and Doreen Romack. Also rumors are flying that the recently married couple, Felix and Lindsey, will be separated. There is a distinct possibility that Felix's unit (he is also a captain) will be moving to Afghanistan sometime in March.


Thank your Carol Jean for the updates. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Coming Events

April 1 – All Fools Day
April 4 – Roast Beef Dinner 4-6:30. See sign up sheet.
April 5 – Palm Sunday, Communion Sunday

April 6 – Administrative Board

7:30

April 8 – UMW 10:30 a.m.
April 10 – Good Friday Services 7 PM
April 12 – Easter Sunday Services 8 am & 10:30 am
April 18 – Scraping with Denise in the Church Social Hall. See Denise McDowell for reservations. 9:30 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
April 19 – Carry In Dinner & COURIER DEADLINE

Windsor House Nursing Home Ministry every Tuesday at 10:00am

Tuesdays – Alpha Bible Study & Companions in Christ Bible Study – 6:30 p.m. church  

 

Prayer List Updates
Whenever you need prayer; we are there!

Whenever you need friends, know we care.

 

Hello All! Remember to help me with this column and send me updates for the names on this list. As you know this list also goes to those who are out of town or unable to attend church. The updates let those know more about those names so that the prayers can become more specific. Contact me by email at SharonVanDervort@aol.com, By Phone at 330 889 2481 or 330 883 8685; By mail at 4949 Old State Road


Please keep all of the names on the prayer list in your hearts and remember that we all have our silent prayers too.


Elise Sprong went to Pittsburgh Hospital to the Pediatric Rheumatologist for a checkup on her juvenile arthritis. Elise had been complaining about her ankle and knee hurting. Unfortunately there is some swelling in those areas. Her medicine has been increased to try to keep the swelling down. Elise is the 3 year old granddaughter of Dave & Georgene. 
The Coffee Shoppe is open on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Stop in for some coffee, good conversation and snacks.

Missionary News:

Dated February 2009 From Robin, Kim & Corrin Cranson – Campus Crusade for Christ – Mexico

Robin & I had prepared for months for a home birth, we took a course, mentally prepared ourselves and found a great mid-wife & doctor. But shortly after birth complications arose due to my preeclampsia (toxemia). Corrin Ethan was born at 9:25 p.m. on December 9th in Puebla, Mexico. After 48 hours he was delivered by an emergency c-section. His umbilical chord was wrapped twice around his neck and once around his arm. He weighed in at 4 ½ lbs and spent 3 days in intermediary care because of difficulty breathing.

Through this experience Robin and * have been drawn even closer together with each other and the true “giver of life”. We are reminded of God’s tender mercy and his ultimate control over all circumstances.


We now have a beautiful, growing, strong baby boy named Corrin Ethan Cranson. Corrin means sword bearer and Ethan means strong.


We thank God for the deep love that He has for us and for the many prayers from so many of you.


For more information on Campus Crusade for Christ: www.robinandkimcranson.com
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

April 6.......................................................Collin Boyk

April 7........................................................Mia Sotera

April 12……………………………………..….Brianna McDowell

April 14......................................................Tim Mitton

April 17.....................................................Jane Bailey

April 17..........................................Nathaniel Metheny

April 20...............................................Haley Spangler

April 23.....................................................Tori Amato

April 28..........................................................Bill List

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
April 5...........................................John & Lisa Spelich

April 8...................................Paul David & Eilene Hurd

April 30......................Robert Gorman & Roxanne York

We wish each of you a very happy and blessed birthday and anniversary. May God bless you and give you many more. If you have a birthday or anniversary to add to our list, please see Dorothy Cleer.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Wanted: extreme adventurers ready to trek to the E.D.G.E. - experiencing and discovering God everywhere! Would you like to spend a whole week June 8-12 camping on the edge complete with extreme adventures, exciting challenges, great music and hours of fun? 

Sign up for a VBS leadership role and join in an incredible week of adventure and growing in God's love at camp E.D.G.E.: Experience and Discover God Everywhere!

Positions filled:

Director................................................Dorothy Cleer

Bible Story leader........................................Pastor Jim

Craft leader..............................................Carolyn Kun

Discovery Time leader.......................Denise McDowell

Snack leader.........................................Starr Spangler

Snack helpers..............Sue Lobenthal, Kathy Granados, & Nancy Brandon

Publicity................................................Carol Hickox

Teen Camp Counselor..............................Jesse Jones

We still need:  assembly leader, puppeteer, music mission leader, craft aid, discovery time aid, recreation leader, recreation aid, four camp counselors, three teen camp counselors, sound person, registration, and computer work. We need to fill these positions in order to have VBS this year. We have double and tripled up on the jobs the past few years. This year we will not do this, so please come join us spread God's love and word to the children of our community. A sign up sheet is on the desk in the Social Hall, or speak to Pastor Jim- 330-889-3345, or Dorothy Cleer- 330-889-2146. If we do not get enough help, Vacation Bible school will be canceled. 
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amazing prayer of love and compassion.





CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Roxanne York and Robert Gorman who competed at the Fred Astaire Regional Ballroom Dance Competition held in Mentor, Ohio on March 15th, 2009.  Roxanne York, Social Foundation Foxtrot, Waltz, Tango, Rumba 1st place. Robert Gorman Advanced Bronze Waltz, Rumba 1st Place, Tango 2nd place.  Roxanne & Bob Amateur Couple Advanced Bronze Foxtrot 3rd place

VIDEO OF THE YEAR


The Seventh Grade art class of Southington, Ohio entered as first time participants in the E-Tech Ohio Student Video competition held February 4 in Columbus.  The students won "Video of the Year" honors in the Demonstrate a Concept, Grades 6-8 category.  They all worked hard preparing for this event during their art class.  They did a great job in showing how working together can make a difference.
Their 4-minute video "Splat in Action: A Journey into Jackson Pollock", showcased the unique art style of Paul Jackson Pollock---Pollock was a major force in the abstract expressionist movement. He began painting with his canvases laid on a studio floor and developed what he called his "drip" technique.  At the competition, the students demonstrated Pollock's art style in their video and had a display booth where they answered questions from the public.


The students wrote the video script, made their own scenery, did the filming of the different sections  for the video, and also learned about the legalities of copyright procedures.  They learned how many hours it took to make a 4-minute video.


Two of the students participating in this grand event are part of our church family:


Page Davenport is the daughter of Linda and B.J. Davenport and the granddaughter of the late Roger and Milly Largen.


Brandon Vystrcil is the son of Judy and Ed Vystrcil and the grandson of Betty and Ed Rowland.

We should be very proud of our young people--they are so gifted.

WANTED: UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

POSITIONS:  Young women, Middle-age Women, Retired Women, Divorced Women, Single Women, Married Women, Employed Women, Homemakers, Unemployed Women, All Women

SALARY:  Blessings of the Lord

PHYSICAL QUALIFICATION:  Must have a desire to share talents and ideas with other women.  Must have sufficient vision to see the needs of women and children in the community and the world

EXPERIENCE:  No applications accepted from persons who do not wish to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ

FRINGE BENEFITS:  Social Security—we offer you the security of supportive fellowship with other members of the Unit

HOURS:  One and a half to two hours a month for Unit meetings, plus as many hours as you can give!

VACATIONS:  Missed meetings are primarily a matter of conscience

RETIREMENT:  United Methodist Women has a plan for all age groups


Belonging to United Methodist Women will help you to build bridges of love, understanding, healing, communication, and togetherness.


Belonging to United Methodist Women will bring you joy as you reach out to serve God and others.


Without “U”, United Methodist Women is not complete!


Apply in person the second Wednesday of each month at 10:30 a.m.—next meeting April 8.

President—Verona George

Vice President—Carol Jean Goddard

Secretary—Dorothy Cleer

Treasurer—Renee Stevens

Camp Open House: Check out all Camps Asbury, Aldersgate and Wanake have to offer!  Open houses at the East Ohio Conferences camp and retreat sites are coming up this spring.  Visit these beautiful sites with families and adults from your congregation.  Consider what a partnership with East Ohio Camps can do to help your congregation reach out with the Good News.  Dates and times are: April 2, from 2:00 – 6:00 p.m. at Camp  Asbury;  April 26, from 2:00 – 6:00 p.m. at Camp Wanake; and April 26 from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. at Camp Aldersgate.

Summer Camp 2009 is on the Web! Camps Aldersgate, Asbury and Wanake invite you to check out the many and varied opportunities available for our children and teens to grow in their faith, learn leadership and practice being Christians.  Go to www.EastOhioCamps.org and check out these great programs offered for summer 2009.

Put Your Money Where You Want Your Heart to Be by Gerald W. Keucher


If you want your heart to be with God, here's a suggestion I've found to be very powerful in my own life.  Put your money where you want your heart to be. Jesus said, "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." In other words, your heart follows your money, not the other way around. We think it's the other way around. We think we spend our money on the things that are important to us. Jesus is trying to tell us that those things have become important to us because they're what we spend our money on. Put your money where you want your heart to rest, and your heart will move there.

United Methodists in Mission: UMCOR continues to be a partner in the recovery from the 2004 tsunami in Southeast Asia. It is supporting recovery from Ike and Gustav 2 but also the ongoing recovery from Katrina and Rita -- as well as massive wildfires that have ravaged parts of southern California and floods that devastated croplands in the United States last year. The agency seldom works alone in a setting; more often, efforts are in partnership with other United Methodists in the area or with other denominational, ecumenical or interfaith groups.


One Great Hour of Sharing gifts allow UMCOR to be among the "first-responders" when a disaster occurs. UMCOR is also among the relief agencies that stays the longest, continuing to provide assistance long after the disaster has disappeared from the headlines and even if it never grabbed the world's attention.


"The One Great Hour of Sharing offering, provides for those basic needs that make the rest of UMCOR's work possible," says the Rev. Sam W. Dixon, deputy general secretary of UMCOR, on its Web site, www.gbgm-umc.org/umcor. "Without this offering so much of what UMCOR does to bring hope and healing to the world could not happen."

--The Rev. Kathy Noble, editor, Interpreter and Interpreter Online
Jellybean Prayer
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Red is for the blood He gave
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Green is for the grass He made
[image: image5.png]


Yellow is for the sun so bright
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Orange is for the edge of night
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Black is for the sins we made
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White is for the grace He gave
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Purple is for the house of sorrow
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Pink is for the new tomorrow 
A bag of jellybeans
colorful and sweet
In this prayer is a promise
And a small delicious treat
EASTER QUOTES:

The resurrection gives my life meaning and direction and the opportunity to start over no matter what my circumstances.  ~Robert Flatt

It is the hour to rend thy chains,
The blossom time of souls.  ~Katherine Lee Bates

The joyful news that He is risen does not change the contemporary world.  Still before us lie work, discipline, sacrifice.  But the fact of Easter gives us the spiritual power to do the work, accept the discipline, and make the sacrifice.  ~Henry Knox Sherrill

Could life so end, half told; its school so fail?
Soul, soul, there is a sequel to thy tale!
~Robert Mowry Bell

Easter is the demonstration of God that life is essentially spiritual and timeless.  ~Charles M. Crowe
"The great Easter truth is not that we are to live newly after death - that is not the great thing - but that...we are to, and may, live nobly now because we are to live forever."
-- Phillips Brooks
"Easter is the demonstration of God that life is essentially spiritual and timeless."
-- Charles M. Crowe
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