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NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
John Wesley's advice on the economy

In 1772, John Wesley wrote to Lloyd's Evening Post regarding the causes of and cures for high unemployment, food shortages and dismal economic conditions. He starts: "Why are thousands of people starving -- perishing for want, in every part of England?"


More than two centuries later, the United States is struggling with dropping stock prices, rising unemployment, home foreclosures and inadequate health care. But our diminished economy scarcely rivals that of 1772 England.


Wesley believed a growing disparity between the rich and the poor caused most of the economic problems in England. His cure was to repress "luxury, either by example, by laws, or both." He asked for laws prohibiting the distillation of alcohol. He lamented high taxes upon the poor and middle class and called for additional taxes on luxury items. He suggested that people be taxed on their purchases rather than their earnings. Concerned about future generations, Wesley also called for a reduction of the national debt. In short, he called for higher taxes upon the wealthy and laws prohibiting the wasting of natural products.


Contemporary application of Wesley's advice suggests that the U.S. Congress should reduce taxes on the poor and middle class, add taxes to luxury items, eliminate taxes upon necessities, introduce laws governing the use of natural resources, and take steps to reduce the $10 trillion national debt. A record 28 million Americans are now receiving food stamps.


In the same time he wrote to Lloyd's Evening Post, Wesley organized groups of Methodists to visit the London workhouses where poor people were housed and employed. They also led worship for the inmates, most of whom were children and elderly people. 
John Wesley's life serves as an example to United Methodists about our personal obligation to care for poor and vulnerable people through a variety of means.  Wesley firmly believed and lived out that belief, that we as Christians have a social responsibility for the welfare of the people and not just a spiritual responsibility.  In these hard economic times, I have already experienced a drastic increase in calls asking for assistance. Unfortunately, I am usually only able to assist from a spiritual aspect.  May God give us the means to help in whatever ways we can.


“Earn all the money you can, save all the money you can, and Give all the money you can.”

(Excerpts from an article from the Interpreter by Rev. J. Richard Peck, retired clergy member of the New York Annual Conference and communications director of the General Commission on United Methodist Men, Nashville, Tenn.)
Be Blessed, and Be a Blessing!

Pastor Jim

Today’s Prayer: Oh Dear Lord, Thank you for your promises! Thank you for opening your arms and welcoming me to come to you, to find rest in you, to find freedom in you, to have abundant life in you. I cry out to you now for those who are heavy on my heart, for those who are going through the fire and those who are going through the valleys; for those who face difficulties and those who have come through trials and are triumphant because of you. I pray for your grace and mercy, your peace and love, your hand upon their lives. I pray for miracles and ministries. I pray that all who are weary will cry out to you and trust you. And I thank you so much for all that you have done and all that you will do. May your works and miracles in our lives be witness to the world that you are God. May you be glorified and souls be saved. In the name of Jesus I pray, amen.
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UMW News


There were seven members present at the April meeting; Carol Jean Goddard, Carol Hickox, Joyce List, Verona George, Florence Satterlee, Dorothy Cleer, and Mary Fasulo. Joyce read to us from the Bible and Upper Room. She led us in a discussion of love of family. Carol Hickox spoke to us on "How many flowers are mentioned in the Bible." There are three; the lilies of the field, henna shrub, and the rose.


We made a total of 13,769 peanut butter eggs this year. A big thank-you to all who put in so much time and work. A lot of fun and singing was enjoyed also! Four of our members attended the district meeting in Aurora on April 18th. 


We will be cleaning the kitchen after our next meeting on May 13th at 9:00. Pleases plan on attending. Many hands will make the work go faster.


We were all invited to Windsor's luncheon at noon on April 29th. 
UMW  EXCURSION
        Four ladies of the UMW, Verona George, Carol Hickox, Joyce List & Carol Goddard, ventured off on Saturday., Apr. 18 to the Spring Western Reserve UMW meeting at the Aurora UM Church. It was a beautiful day and a nice gathering of fun loving, thoroughly enjoyable women with many wearing Easter bonnets (this was the theme of the meeting), some new and some old. Our District President Marian King is a delightful person, head of a team of women whose goal is to acquaint each UMW person with all the benefits of our district. Western Reserve District has about 1000 members, but like other organizations, our attendance was about 65-70 ladies. They would dearly love to increase this number. They are a very dedicated group and willing to attend a local meeting to get better acquainted.  Perhaps it would be to our advantage to widen the scope of our friends. Sounds like fun ! ! ! !  Doesn't it ? ? ? ?
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Sunday School News

Our attendance has been up this spring. It is wonderful to see the children coming again. The children studied the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus. They celebrated Easter on Palm Sunday with a party and Easter egg hunt. We celebrated two birthdays. The children attended church with their family on Easter Sunday.

May's curriculum

May 3....................................Life in the Early Church

May 10........................................The Seven Deacons

May 17 ........................................................Dorcas

May 24.....................................First Called Christians

May 31......................................................Pentecost

On a moonlit night, our family was taking a walk in the woods. Our three year old looking up at the sky, observed, "Look! God has His porch light on."

"Adult Sunday School


Classes meet each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Sunday School room. Each and every one is welcome to attend. The lessons are very modern up to date info on how people deal with their lives and relationships with God. We usually have a very lively discussion.
A Time for Courage
May 3 – An Eternal Reign
Daniel 2:26, 36-45
May 10 – Meeting God’s Standards
Daniel 5:1-6, 25-28

May 17 – Be a Better Example
Daniel 6:4-7, 10, 16, 19-26

May 24 – Pray and Be Heard
Daniel 9:3-6, 18-23

May 31 – Until Tomorrow Comes

Daniel 12: 1-9

W. FARMINGTON UMC PRAYER MARKER
Special Needs: Helen Grabowski Family (Dawn Stoera)

Please remember our shut-in: Dorothy Anthony, Evelyn Brown, Marian Root (Windsor House), Anna (Peg) Martin (Windsor House), Betty Stafford (Windsor House), Richard Petrik, (Cortland Healthcare) Beth Schlacht (Windsor House)
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Our Friends in Need of Prayer: Melanie Albrecht; Brittany Allison; Chris Applequist; Michael Arndt; Sharon Barnhart; Charles Bartholomew; Mary Beechy; Andrius Biliunas; Mary Ell Biaha; Hannah Bontrager,  Dawn Bright; Melody Bundy; Ed Button; Bill Byers; Joan Chambers; Ray Chambers; Terri Chiarella; Ed Cleer;  Michelle Coakley; Rita Covert; Ray Cross; Shirley Cross; Jack Daughtery; Jim Davis Family; Hunter Davis; Larry DeFabrizio; Sherry Desenberg; Laura Dowen; Tom Dowen; Roni Fischbach; Jack Frederick; Betty & John Fluharty; Cory Freeman; Diane Greathouse; Kathy Granados; Michael Hammel; Vickie Harkelrode; Dean Henry; Hershberger Family; Trisha Hientz; LeAnn Highfield; Jordan Hillard; Bill & Sharon Hodge; Chris Huth; Hariette Ingram; Kathy Jackson; Lindsey, Jarvis; Robert Klembarsky; Bart Krontz; Largen Family; Darlene Carson-Lipscomb; Rachel Marks; Blanche Marcello; Bob Matthews; Morgan McCauley; Wendy Metcalf; Linda Miller; Melissa Miller; Jean Minton; Mollie Moore; Bill Multby; Heather Newell; Justin Oliver; Rick Padavan; George Perich; Leslie Piek; Timothy Quinn, Jr.; Kathryn Raszkowski; Janet Reed; Brian Sawyer; Myra Saylor; Lorrie Schwede; George Slusher Family; Carol Smith; Middy Smith;  Elise Sprong; John Stanley; Delores “Tootsie” Stephens; Ramona Stewart;  Frank Stout; Wilma Stremel; Jim VanDervort; Susan VanDervort; Gary Watts;  Chad Webb; Kathy Wireman; Paul William; Justin Woodworth; Bernie Woods; Bill Woods
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-Those Serving (Active) in the Military
Mark Adams, Phil Babaduex, Josh Berg, Mychael Bulford, Lindsey Romack Canete, Felix Canete Jr., Gregory Clisby, Grant Crandall, Charles Cross, Alfonso Estades, Ken Goddard, Josh Hall,  Philip Lancaster, Andrew Lapchynski, Mark Mahon, Erik McIntosh, Daniel Nellis Jr. John Pettit, Isaac Ralston, Jim Richards Jr., Tammy Rodriguez,  Bill Stewart, Kris Stribling, Reed Sutliff, Tim Walker 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
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Coming Events

May 2 – Roast Beef Dinner 4-6:30. See sign up sheet.
May 3 – Communion Sunday

May 4 – Administrative Board

7:30

May 7 –  Worship Team 7:00 p.m. & National Day of Prayer
May 10 – MOTHER’S DAY
May 13 – UMW 10:30 a.m.
May 16 – Armed Forces Day (USA)

May 16 – Scraping with Denise in the Church Social Hall. See Denise McDowell for reservations. 9:30 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
May 17 – Baptism Sunday, Carry In Dinner 
May 21 – Ascension Day

May 24 -  “Noisy” Collection for UMCOR & Courier Deadline

May 25 – MEMORIAL DAY 

May 31 – Pentecost Sunday – DRESS IN RED
Windsor House Nursing Home Ministry every Tuesday at 10:00am

Tuesdays – Alpha Bible Study & Companions in Christ Bible Study – 6:30 p.m. church  

 

Prayer List Updates
Whenever you need prayer; we are there!

Whenever you need friends, know we care.

 

Hello All! Remember to help me with this column and send me updates for the names on this list. As you know this list also goes to those who are out of town or unable to attend church. The updates let those know more about those names so that the prayers can become more specific. Contact me by email at SharonVanDervort@aol.com, By Phone at 330 889 2481 or 330 883 8685; By mail at 4949 Old State Road


Please keep all of the names on the prayer list in your hearts and remember that we all have our silent prayers too.

The Coffee Shoppe is open on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Stop in for some coffee, good conversation and snacks.

Missionary News:

Dated March 2009 From Robin, Kim & Corrin Cranson – Campus Crusade for Christ – Mexico

It has been a blessing to take part in what God is doing on campus her in Puebla. This year I, Robin, have been a part of seeing 7 people come to know Christ in a more personal way. I have been reminded this year of how powerful God is, how effective his Word is and how “in need” we are of his love. Before going on campus, we start by praying and I find myself asking God to amaze us with his great power. I am seeing that much of ministry is just being willing show up and take small steps of faith and allow God to do his mighty work!

From baby Corrin’s perspective: Everyone around us has been really sick with the flu! Dad and Mom have asked God to keep us healthy, so far so good! This month I laughed for the first time Daddy is soooo funny! I also took a really long trip on a bus to Mexico City to get my US passport and birth certificate.  Everyone says I look mare and more like daddy and that I am going to be tall like him!

For more information on Campus Crusade for Christ: www.robinandkimcranson.com
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

May 2...................................................Marcie Rester

May 6...................................................Mike Rowland

May 8...............................................Ethan Davenport

May 11.................................................Betty Burbach

May 11...............................................Makenzie Sloan

May 18.....................................................Caleb Sloan

May 18.....................................................Kayla Sloan

May 21.......................................................John Boyk

May 21................................................Kayla Zabrosky

May 28..........................................Sharon VanDervort

May 30.....................................................Tyler Watts
MAY ANNIVERSARIES
May 7.....................................Larry & Judy DeFabrizio

May 17....................................Adam & Kristen Gilbert

May 29.............................................Jim & Peg Martin

May 31...............................................Bill & Joyce List


We wish each of you a very happy and blessed birthday and anniversary. May God bless you and give you many more. If you have a birthday or anniversary to add to our list, please see Dorothy Cleer.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

CAMP E.D.G.E VBS

We're inviting all children to be a part of the excitement at our VBS Camp E.D.G.E.: Experience + Discover God Everywhere. At Camp E.D.G.E. the children join an extreme camp adventure where they will come to know that their strength and might come  from God. Extreme Bible treks will introduce the to Bible characters who have experienced and discovered God in many ways. Kids will learn an E.D.G.E. Pledge with each story to encourage them to live on the E.D.G.E. every day. They will extend their learning through every activity;  making their own special memories at the Art Apex, singing new music at assembly time, experiencing science activities at Exploration Ridge, Participating in recreational activities at the Rec Plex and enjoying tasty snacks at the Snack Express. Come and enjoy this extreme adventure at West Farmington Methodist Church on June 8 -12 2009, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. Pre-registration forms will be mailed to the children or available at the Church. 
THANK YOU

Bill Hickox would like to thank everyone for their calls, cards and gifts during his recent illness.  They were very much appreciated.
AND 
a big thank you to Rosemary Fasulo and the UMW for providing such a nice breakfast after the early service on Easter Sunday.   Mary really did a nice job putting things together.
CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Denise Hickox, daughter of Dennis and Debi Hickox, Grove City, Ohio--will graduate in June from Ohio State University.  She has accepted a full scholarship to Toledo University for her masters program.

Denise is majoring in Early Childhood Speech and hearing.   She is the granddaughter of Dale and Carol Hickox

AND ALSO TO: Shana Passek and Donald "Duke" Whiting who were married April 25  at the Wildare Church.   Shana is the daughter of Bill and Cindy Passek of Bristolville and granddaughter of Rosemary and Pat Fasulo.
WELCOME HOME:
To Bob & Joan Hickox from their winter hiatus in Florida.
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MEMORIAL DAY


Monday, May 25, 2009, is Memorial Day. V.F.W. Post 7200 will hold their annually observance at the cemetery. We will conduct our service for the fallen comrades who served in the Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force.


Any active Military personnel home on leave in uniform are welcome to participate in formation for marching to the cemetery.


The memorial service is the main purpose of the V.F.W. organization. Recognition and honor is given to our living veterans for their service.


We would like to see stronger community support along the parade route from the school to the cemetery.


Please keep the active military personnel and veterans in your prayers.


Bruce Vogler, Senior Vice Commander



A Surprise 80th Birthday party was held  March 27, 2009 in the fellowship hall for Shirley Cross. Needless to say, Shirley was very surprised! Shirley’s children hosted the party for Shirley’s relatives and friends. Everyone had a very nice time – there was plenty of good food and fellowship. We wish Shirley a Belated 80th and may she have many, many, many more!

Farmington Senior Center


Did you know that lunches are served at the Senior Center every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at noon? The only requirement is that your or your spouse be at least 60 years young. The suggested cost is $1.25. Those under 60  can still come for lunches with a suggested cost of $3.00. YOU NEED TO MAKE RESERVATIONS 2 DAYS IN ADVANCE. You can call the Office of Elderly Affairs at 330-675-2486 or the Senior Center at 330-889-2733.


If you know of someone who is home bound, meals can be delivered to them 5 days a week by contacting the Office of Elderly Affairs at 330-675-2486.  Suggested cost is $1.25

Flood Bucket Kits to Assist 
in Recovery from Disasters


We will once again be collecting items for the UMCOR flood buckets in May. These buckets are used in places where people may have suffered losses due to natural or human-made disasters. These supplies help people begin the overwhelming cleanup job after a flood or storm. Our goal this year is to fill 10 buckets (we already have the buckets!). So, we will need 10 times the quantities below. All items must be in by June 7.  Note: All items sent must be new! 

Flood Bucket
 5-gallon bucket with resealable lid (ALREADY HAVE 10)
Bleach — two 1-quart or one 82 oz. bottle
5 scouring pads
7-pack sponges
1 scrub brush
18 cleaning towels (reusable wipes)
Liquid laundry detergent (2-25 oz. or 1-50 oz. bottle)
1 household cleaner, 12-16 oz. bottle
Disinfectant dish soap, 16-28 oz. bottle
50 clothes pins
Clothesline (two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.)
5 dust masks 
2 pairs of latex gloves
1 pair of work gloves
24-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags, 33-45 gallon
1 Insect repellant spray, 6-14 oz. Can (If aerosol cans must have protective caps.)
1 Air freshener, 8 or 9 oz. can (If aerosol cans must have protective caps.) 

Value: $45 per bucket. 
 Thank you for your donations. You are helping to make a difference in people's lives. 

TOP 10 SENIOR SCAMS TO WATCH FOR:
GRANDPARENT SCAMS: A call in the middle of the night stating that their grandchild has been arrested and money is needed for bail.

809 AREA CODE: Individuals being requested to call a number starting with area code 809. This area code is out of the country, costing citizens hundreds of thousands of dollars of long distance charges.
INTERNET FRAUD: Unfamiliar with the internet can lead seniors to give out credit card information to a scammer.

TELEMARKETING FRAUD: A 40 billion dollar epidemic in the US alone. Research the product before buying. Call the Better Business Bureau to see if others have complained about the product.

CHAIRTY SCAMS: Know the charity before giving. All charitable organizations are required to register with the state. To find this information contact your local consumer protection agency at 614-466-8710.

HOME IMPROVEMENT SCAMS: Contractors advising citizens that unnecessary home repairs are needed.

PRIZES & SWEEPSTAKES: You have won a sweepstake, and then are requested to send money to cover the taxes.

IDENTITY THEFT: Giving up your social security number and birth date can open their financial history to a thief.

INVESTMENT SCAMS: Citizens planning for retirement may fall victim. They include: Advance Fee Schemes, Prime Bank Note Schemes, Pyramid Schemes and Nigerian Letter Fraud Schemes.
HEALTHCARE SCAMS: Prescription drug card discounts and counterfeit medications.

HOW TO REPORT SUSPECTED SCAMS

Senior Service Unit: 330-675-7096


Contact: Nicole Agani or Vincent Schuyler

Office of Attorney General: 1-800-282-0515

Federal Trade Commission: 1-877-382-4357

Better Business Bureau: 330-744-3111 (Local Office)


Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00-12:00 noon



                     1:00-4:00 pm

Picture taken on Easter Sunday with all the lovely flowers.
Thank you this month to all who have contributed to The Courier with 
Articles and pictures. 
Next deadline is Sunday, May 24th.
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