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NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
What if we RETHINK CHURCH
not in terms of what it is — but what it could be?

NEWS FLASH –


 The United Methodist Church continues to loose membership (see summary from our Annual Conference) and is facing ongoing financial challenges. This should not be news, as every mainline denomination is essentially in the same situation. But what about us? How are we doing here at West Farmington UMC?  


Well, we are doing good and not so good.  Our membership increases (new members) are balancing our decreases (death and removals), but the real measure is in Worship Attendance. Attendance has dropped off by an average of 20 per week over the last few months. This trend is also occurring in many of our surrounding UMC’s. With that kind of drop in attendance there has been a similar drop in our Receipts.  As we report in the weekly bulletin, we are running several thousand dollars behind in our budget for the year. That means some things are not getting done or are not being paid. We have looked at our budget and we do not see any fat to trim. The best solution is to increase attendance if we want to continue the ability to offer full time ministry in West Farmington. But how do we do that?  Well, we are being encouraged by our leadership to “Rethink Church.”  


Why “Rethink Church”?  This is part of a national campaign to redefine the church experience as one that extends beyond our doors and seeks to transform the world. People seeking a church community can become involved at various levels – many of them non-traditional – such as volunteering with groups outside the church building and even through making online connections (Yes, there is internet in W. Farmington!).  For those outside a church community, their church experience may start out as a daycare, youth group ski trip, a men’s basketball league or something that addresses a secular need, such as Habitat for Humanity. 


Most of us have received the gospel in kind of a passive way and we need to start living that gospel out in the world in a more active way. It’s a challenge to not only believe but to act and to live.


We must build on the foundation of that gospel so that we can take it to the community.  Obviously they are not coming to us, so we need to find ways to take it to them. I look forward to continuing our discussion on the future of our church. Let me know your thoughts.

Be Blessed and Be a Blessing!

Pastor Jim

Prayer:

God, what do you want to achieve through my life? Is there a special calling, a greater purpose, than what I am aware of? Please show me. I want to die to self and live for you. I want to make a difference for good in the lives of other people. I want to glorify you in all I do. I want to do as Paul admonished in Romans 12:1, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service." May I be holy and acceptable to you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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UMW News


There were nine members present at the July meeting; Verona George, Cathy Granados, Joyce List, Judy DeFabrizio, Carol Hickox,  Joanie Hickox, Mary Fasulo, Shirley Cross, and Florence Satterlee. It was decided that next years salad bar at the festival would be all you can eat. Out district retreat is August 27 from 10:00-2:00 at Camp Asbury. It was decided to give Pastor Jim $100.00 in stamps for Church business. The fall luncheon was discussed and decided to have a bag lunch with soup and desert. Vicky Harkleroad will be our guest speaker. UMW Women's Sunday will be September 13. All women of the Church are members of UMW. Please consider attending our meetings on the second Wednesday of each month. Prayer service at 10:00 with the meeting following at 10:30.
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Sunday School News

As most of you have heard, I have resigned as Sunday School Superintendent. I have enjoyed my time serving the Church in this capacity, but feel that it is time for some new, younger ideas, in the hopes of getting more children to attend.  Thank-you for giving me this opportunity.
Dorothy Cleer.

"Adult Sunday School


Classes meet each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Sunday School room. Each and every one is welcome to attend. The lessons are very modern up to date info on how people deal with their lives and relationships with God. We usually have a very lively discussion.
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W. FARMINGTON UMC PRAYER MARKER (as of 8/23/2009) 

Recently Hospitalized: Judy Richards (TMH)
Please remember our shut-in: Dorothy Anthony, Evelyn Brown (Gillette Nursing), Marian Root (Windsor House), Anna (Peg) Martin (Windsor House), Beth Schlacht (home) Betty Klouda, Betty Stafford (Windsor House), Richard Petrik, (Cortland Healthcare) Beth Schlacht (Home)
Our Friends in Need of Prayer: Melanie Albrecht; Brittany Allison; Chris Applequist; Michael Arndt; Ethel Barnhart; Sharon Barnhart; Charles Bartholomew; Melody Barton; Mary Beechy; Andrius Biliunas; Hannah Bontrager,  Dawn Bright; Melody Bundy; Esther Burr; Bill Byers; Joan Chambers; Ray Chambers; Terri Chiarella;  Ed Cleer;  Margaret Clinger; Michelle Coakley; Rita Covert; Ray Cross; Shirley Cross;  Hunter Davis; Larry DeFabrizio; Sherry Desenberg;  Tom Dowen;  Roni Fischbach; Cory Freeman; Diane Greathouse; Kathy Granados;  Dean Henry;  Trisha Hientz; Jordan Hillard; Evelyn Hinkle; Bill & Sharon Hodge; Chris Huth; Hariette Ingram; Kathy Jackson; Howard James; Lindsey, Jarvis; Genny Klashakovia;  Robert Klembarsky; Bart Krontz; Darlene Carson-Lipscomb; Rachel Marks; Blanche Marcello; Bob Matthews; Morgan McCauley; Jerry Meeker; Wendy Metcalf; Linda Miller; Melissa Miller; Sarah Miller; Jean Minton; Mollie Moore;   Heather Newell; Justin Oliver; Rick Padavan; George Perich; Leslie Piek; Bill Price;  Kyle Quinn, Jr.;  Janet Reed; Kaitlyn Santee & Family; Brian Sawyer; Ron Saxion; Myra Saylor; Lorrie Schwede; Carol Smith;  Elise Sprong; John Stanley; Ramona Stewart; Delores “Tootsie” Stephens;  Frank Stout; Wilma Stremel; Kathryn Taylor; Susan VanDervort; John Watson; Gary Watts;  Chad Webb; ; Paul William; Brittany Williams; Justin Woodworth; Kate Woodworth; Bernie Woods;
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-Those Serving (Active) in the Military
Mark Adams (Army); Phil Babaduex (Marine;  Josh Berg &  Bill Stewart (Army);   Mychael Bulford (Air Force);  Lindsey Romack Canete, Felix Canete Jr., (Army); Ryan Romack (Marine Reserves); Gregory Clisby, (Army); Grant & Hayley Crandall, (Air Force); Isaac Ralston (Army); Charles Cross, (Army Reserves); Alfonso Estades, (Coast Guard); Ken Goddard (Army);  Josh Hall (Army); Philip Lancaster (Army); Mark Mahon (Army); Kris Stribling (Navy); & Corey Reed (Marine); Erik McIntosh (Air Force); A.J. Musial (Army Reserves); Daniel Nellis Jr. (Marine); Tammy Rodriguez (Army)  & Brian Hray (Air Force);   Jim Richards Jr. (MI National Guard);  Reed Sutliff (Army); Tim Walker (Navy);  Justin Loza (Army);
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
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Coming Events

September 5 – ROAST BEEF DINNER  4-6:30
September 6 – Communion Sunday September 7 – Labor Day
September 9 – UMW 10:30 a.m.

September 10 – Worship Team Meeting 7 pm Church
September 13  – UMW SUNDAY SERVICE, BAMA, Birthdays & Anniversaries GRANDPARENTS DAY
September 14 – Administrative Board Meeting 7:30 pm. Church

September 15 – Bible Study Starts. Into to the Bible, dinner at 6:30, Class 7 pm.

September 16 – Bible Study Starts: Companions in Christ, Part 4, dinner at 6:30, class at 7:00 

September 19 – District Lay Speaker Training, 9 am to 3 pm at Otterbein UMC

September 19– Scraping with Denise in the Church Social Hall. See Denise McDowell for reservations. 9:30 a.m.- 9 pm. www.mycmsite.com/denisemcdowell
SEPTEMBER 20  – RALLY DAY, PICNIC AT CLEERS AFTER CHURCH, COURIER DEADLINE 
September 21-23 – Ministry Summit – Church Growth Seminar. Pastor Jim will be attending.

September 26 – Compass Group Meeting at WFUMC, 9 am to 11 am.
September 27 – Noisy Collection to help with Pastor’s expenses to attend Worship Leadership seminar.
Tuesdays – Windsor House Nursing Home Ministry, 10-11am.  Sing old hymns, read scriptures, tell stories, and share your love of God with people who need to know someone cares.  See Carol Goddard to help.

 

Prayer List Updates
Whenever you need prayer; we are there!

Whenever you need friends, know we care.

 

Hello All! Remember to help me with this column and send me updates for the names on this list. As you know this list also goes to those who are out of town or unable to attend church. The updates let those know more about those names so that the prayers can become more specific. Contact me by email at SharonVanDervort@aol.com, By Phone at 330-889- 2481 or 330 979-9314; By mail at 4949 Old State Road


Please keep all of the names on the prayer list in your hearts and remember that we all have our silent prayers too.

Chris Huth who is a cousin to Chuck Lobenthal and Georgene Svoboda has stage 4 cancer of the brain and lungs. He was on a 15 day regiment of radiation to try and shrink the cancers and prolong his life. Chemo is iffy as he is on dialysis and the doctor’s are concerned about raising his sugar.
The Coffee Shoppe is open on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Stop in for some coffee, good conversation and snacks.
BIBLE STUDIES:
Introduction to the Bible (or Bible 101) – Will be held on Tuesdays starting September 15. We will have a light dinner at 6:30 and class starting at 7:00pm. Child care will be provided. This class is for those who have no idea as to how to read their Bible as well as those who just need a refresher. We will cover how the Old and New Testaments came into being, what the different literature styles are, and how to actually read and study the Bible. The Bible is a book that is meant to be enjoyed as well as being a source of inspiration. 

Companions in Christ – Will be held on Wednesdays for ten weeks starting September 16. We will have a light dinner at 6:30 and class starting at 7:00pm.  Child care will be provided. This is a continuation of the book which we started last winter. We will restart with Part 4 – Responding to Our Call: The Work of Christ.  Part 4 invites us to reflect on Christ’s call in our lives and discover anew the gifts that God is giving us for living out our personal ministry.  Your attendance at previous sessions is not required for joining.

Come and join us! See Pastor Jim to sign up.
CHURCH RALLY DAY & PICNIC


Rally Day, a day to build some excitement and to kick off the fall season in the church will be held Sunday, September 20.  Following church at 12:30pm, we’ll gather at Joe & Dorothy Cleer’s lake for our fall picnic.  Barbequed Pork Sandwiches will be provided – bring a dish & desert to share. We’ll have games and hay rides and hopefully the “Preacher” won’t injure himself this year!


September Birthdays

Sept 4.................................................Katelyn Hickox

Sept 5...........................................Tiffany Watts-Boyk
Sept 8..............................................Edward Rowland

Sept 9..................................................Dave Svoboda

Sept 11...................................................Carol Hickox

Sept 11.....................................................Jack Mitton

Sept 12..............................................Larry DeFabrizio

Sept 12............................................Mathew Zabrosky

Sept 14..............................................Page Davenport

Sept 15..............................................Wilma Satterlee

Sept 18...................................................Brandon Hill

Sept 20 ...............................................Jeanne Saxion

Sept 21...............................................Robert Gorman

Sept 22.............................................Chuck Lobenthal

Sept 29...............................................Brian McDowell

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Sept 9..............................Rick & Carrie Lynne Umbach

Sept 14..........................Pastor Jim & Vernona George

Sept 18.....................................Wayne & Claudia York

Sept 23......................................Ron & Jeanne Saxion

Sept 27.............................................Alan & Judy Karr

We wish each of you a very happy and blessed birthday and anniversary. May God bless you and give you many more. If you have a birthday or anniversary to add to our list, please see Dorothy Cleer.
COMMUNION


If you are unable to attend church we are prepared to bring the communion to you. Please call the church 330-889-3345 and we will make arrangements convenient to you.  Remember, communion is usually on the first Sunday of the month and we could bring communion to you that Sunday afternoon or early that week. Please Call.

WINDSOR HOUSE


Our Windsor House Nursing Home service in Champion is held weekly on Tuesdays at 10am. We have anywhere from 20 to 40 residents (three of whom are WFUMC members) who look forward to joining us each week.  Our worship is very informal. We sing lots of the old time hymns and read scriptures, devotionals, stories, and prayers.  We also share what’s going on in our own lives as the residents look forward to hearing about life outside their residence.  Anyone and everyone could help with our services.  Just saying hello and smiling as you help someone turn the pages of their music book can make a big difference in that person’s day.  Please consider attending one of our services. Once you do you will be glad you did. See Carol Goddard with questions.

BAFM (Bristol Area Food Ministry)


We, along with about 10 other churches support a Food Bank for northern Trumbull County.  We regularly take a special offering the second Sunday each month, averaging $75 per month.  We currently are serving three families in West Farmington, but we know there are many more in need.  BAFM is certainly not busting at the seams, but if you or someone you know is in need of some food assistance, we want to help.  Food reserves are the lowest they have ever been at BAFM, but God is good and He always seems to provide.  We have included an application form (it is the same used by the Salvation Army) in this newsletter. Use it or Pass it on to someone in need.  Thanks, Your Missions Team.

Walk to Emmaus

THE UPPER ROOM

For the Development of Christian Leaders

 
A JOURNEY WITH CHRIST

Luke relates the story of two disciples of Jesus who were going along the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus. As these two friends were walking together, they shared their hearts’ deepest concerns about the death of Jesus. An unknown person, who was the risen Christ, joined them and explained the scriptures as they walked; how it was ordained that Christ should suffer and so enter his glory. Toward the end of the day’s travel, they urged the stranger to eat with them. The climax happened when Christ took bread and said the blessing, then broke the bread and gave it to them. The two had their eyes opened and they recognized the stranger as the risen Christ. They rushed back to Jerusalem to tell the others. (Luke 24:13-35)

 
WHAT IS THE WALK TO EMMAUS?

We invite you to join in an inspiring experience during which you meet Jesus as he is revealed to you through other Christians. The Walk to Emmaus is a three-day experience of New Testament Christianity as a lifestyle. It is a highly structured event designed to strengthen and renew the faith of Christian people, and through them their families, their congregations, and the word in which they live. Emmaus is a partnership between laity and clergy toward the renewal of the church.

 
WHAT HAPPENS AT EMMAUS?

The Walk to Emmaus is a 72-hour experience. You will enjoy three busy days singing, praying, worshiping, and participating in small groups. Discussions center around fifteen talks given by laity and clergy. These talks present the theme of God’s grace, and how that grace comes alive in the Christian community and expresses itself in the world. You’ll also discover how grace is real in your life, how you live a life of grace, and bring grace to others. You will have the opportunity to participate in the daily celebration of Holy Communion and to understand more fully the presence of Christ in his body of believers. You will experience God’s grace personally through the prayers and acts of service offered by a vital support community.

   

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER EMMAUS?

Your event last only three days, but you are invited to build on it for the rest of your life. Those who attend a Walk to Emmaus are encouraged to do two things:

· Expand their own spiritual lives through study and congregational participation;

· Become more active disciples of Christ in the world through their churches.

 

To nurture this process of discipleship, the Emmaus movement offers specific opportunities. First, groups of four to six people meet weekly to reflect on their spiritual growth and encourage one another in their discipleship. Second, there are monthly community gatherings where Emmaus participants meet for fellowship, worship, and informal instruction. Third, though a newsletter, members become aware of support needs for upcoming Walks to Emmaus and opportunities to work during future events in a variety of ways.

 

PURPOSE OF EMMAUS

The objective of Emmaus is to inspire, challenge, and equip local church members for Christian action in their homes, churches, and places of work. Emmaus lifts up a way for our grace-filled lives to be lived and shared with others.

 
WHO SHOULD GO TO EMMAUS?

Emmaus is open to members of any Christian denomination. Emmaus is for the development of Christian leaders who:

· Are members of a local church;

· Wish to strengthen their spiritual lives;

· May have unanswered questions about their faith;

· Understand that being a Christian involves responsibility;

· Are willing to dedicate their everyday lives to God in an ongoing manner.  

WHAT AB0UT THE YOUTH?

There is also a Youth version of Emmaus know as CHRYSALIS and it follows much the same format as Emmaus, but is for boys and girls age s 15-18.

UPCOMING WALKS: (All held at Camp Asbury, Hiram)

  For Men – Emmaus Walk #37, October 8-11, 2009

  For Women – Emmaus Walk #37, October 23-25, 2009

  For Boys – Chrysalis Flight #36, September 5-7, 2009

  For Girls – Chrysalis Flight #35, February 15-17, 2010

CURIOUS ABOUT GOING?

See Pastor Jim or Verona to see how you can get sponsored to attend one of these God filled events!  DeColores!!!


Grandparents Day can be traced back to the first national Grandparents Day in 1978. With the efforts of Marian McQuade of Oak Hill, West Virginia, she has been recognized nationally by The United States Senate, in particular Senator Alphonse D'Amato, and President Carter as the founder of National Grandparents Day. McQuade made it her goal to educate the young in the community to the important contributions senior citizens have made, and to the important contributions they are willing to make if asked. She also urged the young to adopt a grandparent, not for one day a year, not for material giving, but for a lifetime of experience and caring just waiting to be shared with others.

Later that year, Senator Jennings Randolph (D-WV) introduced a resolution in the United States Senate to make Grandparents Day a national holiday. Five years later in 1978, Congress passed legislation proclaiming the first Sunday after Labor Day as National Grandparents Day and then-President Jimmy Carter signed the proclamation[1].The statute cites the day's purpose as: "... to honor grandparents, to give grandparents an opportunity to show love for their children's children, and to help children become aware of strength, information, and guidance older people can offer."
Rainbow Girls return from State Convention
W. Farmington Assembly #116 of the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls returned from Ohio Grand Assembly held at Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio in July.  We are so proud of Haley Spangler for taking 1st place in the written ritual competition Jr. Division.  Also placing were Tina Murray 7th Honorable Mention, and Caraline Nelson 6th Honorable mention (Sr Division).  We were proud of Brittany Fishel serving as Grand Religion and she received her majority at Grand and a $400 scholarship from the Order of the Eastern Star.  Our new Grand Officers for 2009-2010 are: Katie Nevison - Grand Ohio Flag Escort & Rep to Kansas/Montana & Caraline Nelson - Grand Representative to Nebraska/Tennessee.  The girls all participated in the Grand Choir and the assembly received participation certificates in the Ultimate Rock Band Challenge Membership program, scrapbook competition, and a certificate for no loss of membership for 2008.  Haley Spangler also served as a member of the Grand Worthy Advisor's Honor Court for 2009. Overall the state of Ohio raised $4639.37 towards the Fisher House at Wright Patterson Air Force Base.  The new state service project is Relay for Life and to adopt an animal at the Columbus Zoo.  Our assembly will be adopting a baby elephant because our Worthy Advisor, Caraline's theme is the Circus and her mascot is the elephant.  For more information about our assembly and how your girls ages 11-20 can join, contact our Mother Advisor, Roxanne York (330) 240-5116.
Note from the Editor
It’s been over 5 years since I took over the editorship of The Courier, but the time has come for me to hang up my computer keyboard. I will continue with The Courier until the end of the year. I have struggled for many months over this decision and have decided that it’s time. Hopefully there is someone who is willing to take over The Courier and keep it going. If anyone is interested please see either me or Pastor Jim. I have enjoyed doing the paper over the years, but find that with working full time I cannot devote as much time as I’d like. I’m happy to have had the opportunity to be part of this paper and I thank each and everyone one of you who have contributed over the years. Thanks to the staff for all their input. A special “Thank you” to Caroljean for all her hard work in tracking down the information for the military. I’m sure I’m going to miss doing The Courier at some level, but as I said – it’s time. Thanks again. Georgene
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